
OAKLAND-WIDE COMMUNITY MEETING
JANUARY 26, 2021



AGENDA

• OPDC and community updates and announcements 

• Latin American Studies Association has acquired the 
building at 4338 Bigelow Boulevard to serve as its future 
headquarters and a Latin American Cultural Center.

• The Breathe Project will present an overview of their 
work with air quality in Pittsburgh and answer questions.



OAKLAND CLT, BRIDGES TO CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

• OPDC’s Community Land Trust Aging in Place program now accepts applications from 
residents 55 and older. Eligible homeowners can receive up to $22,500 for home 
repairs. www.opdc.org/clt

• We’re hiring a CLT Manager. Job responsibilities include program development, 
community engagement, and stewardship. Visit 
http://www.opdc.org/blog/2021/01/14/cltmanager for more information.

• Bridges to Career Opportunities is OPDC’s free, eight-week job readiness training 
program. The first working group starts soon! www.opdc.org/bridgestocareers

http://www.opdc.org/clt
http://www.opdc.org/blog/2021/01/14/cltmanager
http://www.opdc.org/bridgestocareers


CARLOW UNIVERISTY, SNOW ANGELS

• Carlow University will present their Institutional Master Plan as a required 
development activity meeting at the next Oakland-Wide on February 23. They will 
take their plan to the City of Pittsburgh Planning Commission in April. Visit 
www.pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/virtual-pc for more information on planning commission 
meetings and upcoming agendas.

• Oakland has several volunteer Snow Angels ready to help shovel snow this winter. If 
you or a neighbor needs help, please register at www.pittsburghpa.gov/snowangels

http://www.pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/virtual-pc
http://www.pittsburghpa.gov/snowangels


OAKLAND FOOD DISTRIBUTION

• Food Distribution continues throughout Oakland throughout the week. 
Organizations/locations include:

• Community Human Services (CHS) Food Pantry – Thursdays: 3 – 6 PM and 
Fridays: 11 AM – 2 PM

• Frazier Field House – Tuesdays and Thursdays: 3 – 5 PM
• Islamic Center of Pittsburgh – Third Saturday of each month: 10:30 AM – 2 PM
• St. George Cathedral – Third Saturday of each month: 10 AM – 12:30 PM
• University of Pittsburgh Pitt Pantry – Wednesdays: 3 – 7 PM and Fridays: 1 – 5PM

Visit www.opdc.org/neighborhoodquality for more information.

http://www.opdc.org/neighborhoodquality


LATIN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER
Milagros Pereyra-Rojas, PhD, Executive Director
Sandra Budd, MFA, Assistant Director and Curator

Consulting Advisors
Billie (Bill) R. DeWalt, PhD
Sylvia M. Keller, MPM



LASA  is an international organization of students and scholars. 

International headquarters has been housed at the University of Pittsburgh since 1986.

Membership now numbers nearly 14,000 students and scholars from across the globe.

Exponential membership growth in recent years created need for additional space for staff and operations.

LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION
A B O U T  L A S A



Purchased in late 2019 after a national 
search for the new headquarters building.

Located beside former 20th Century Club 
diagonally across from Soldiers and Sailors 
Memorial Hall and Museum.

Former home to the Historical Society of 
Western PA.

PURCHASE OF THE PROPERTY
4 3 3 8  B I G E L O W  B O U L E V A R D



THE BUILDING
4 3 3 8  B I G E L O W  B O U L E V A R D

Built in 1912

Designed by architectural firm Ingham
and Boyd (now IKM).

In 1990s became a small conference center.

The 1990s renovation obtained “Historic 
Preservation Award” by City of Pittsburgh 
Historic Review Commission.



LASA PLANS FOR BUILDING
4 3 3 8  B I G E L O W  B O U L E V A R D

Establish new international center for LASA Operations.

Implement outreach element of LASA Mission through creation of a
Latin American Cultural Center/Museum (LACC).

Offer beautiful building spaces for rental to the public and private sector.



LACC is creating a small 
museum with permanent 
exhibits about Latin American 
Geography, History, Arts and 
Culture.

LACC will host temporary 
exhibits on topics related to 
Latin America.

LACC will program its 
beautiful auditorium for 
performances, lectures, film 
screenings, school group 
programs, distance learning. 

PERMANENT 
EXHIBITS

TEMPORARY EXHIBITS USE OF 
AUDITORIUM

The LACC Mission:  “Celebrate Latin American cultures through compelling physical and 
cyber spaces dedicated to sharing and fostering a heightened understanding and 
appreciation for Latin American arts, history, and culture.”

LATIN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER



LISTING 01

EXHIBITS ARE NOW BEING BUILT

Permanent Exhibits on Latin 
America for Families and 
School Children 

ENTRANCE
Concept for Archaeology Exhibit

EXHIBIT



LISTING 01

EXHIBITS ARE 
NOW BEING BUILT

The Arts of Latin America 
will be Highlighted.

EXHIBIT SPACE
Frida Kahlo , Self Portrait with 
Necklace of Thorns.

REPRODUCTIONS AND ORIGINAL ART OBJECTS



LARGE GALLERY 

Large Gallery Will Hold Special Exhibits

SECOND FLOOR

F O R  S P E C I A L  E X H I B I T S



AUDITORIUM

The auditorium has a stage, audio system, and projector

FIRST FLOOR

F O R  L E C T U R E S ,  
F I L M S  &  P R E S E N T A T I O N S



ELEGANT SPACES 
F O R  C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  R E N T A L  E V E N T S

Upon entering the building, an elegant lobby welcomes visitors

FIRST FLOOR



LATIN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER GOALS

Increase understanding of Latin American Societies.

• The origin of more than 16% of the US population 

• The most rapidly growing minority group

Serve as a vibrant cultural amenity and venue for the city and region.

Have a strong online presence.



LATIN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER
W I L L  T E N T A T I V E L Y  O P E N  I N  F A L L  O F  2 0 2 1

Photograph taken from the sidewalk in front of LACC.

BUILDING FACADE
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Pittsburgh Air Quality
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We still have a serious air
quality  problem

Adding to our airshed burden will  
only make things worse.
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Breathe Cam Videos

Clairton Coke Works, December 24, 2018

Edgar Thomson Works, June 18, 2020

Edgar Thomson Works, June 23, 2020

Edgar Thomson Works, July 4, 2020

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1STtrI963R6rASpUhhMfP0meAEoihpwFO/view
https://twitter.com/inversion_doc/status/1273622970116853761?s=20
https://thumbnails-v2.createlab.org/thumbnail?root=https://tiles.cmucreatelab.org/ecam/timemachines/westmifflin1/2020-06-23.timemachine/&width=1280&height=720&startFrame=12366&format=mp4&fps=12&tileFormat=mp4&startDwell=0&endDwell=0&boundsLTRB=2027.7708821117735,1429.7205698517826,3171.0330142929383,2072.0026665827736&labelsFromDataset&nframes=71
https://twitter.com/BreatheProject/status/1279433214013169664?s=20


Source: ALA SOTA2019
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Air quality in the Pittsburgh  
Region was considered

NOT GOOD

230 days (2019)
229 days (2018)

(about 2/3 of the time)

Source: EPA AQI Index 2018, 2019



County PM2.5 Annual Design Value (DV) 2000-2002

7Source: Clean Air Task Force 2019



County PM2.5 Annual Design Value (DV) Trend 2006-
2008

8Source: Clean Air Task Force 2019



County PM2.5 Annual Design Value (DV) Trend 2007-
2009

9Source: Clean Air Task Force 2019



County PM2.5 Annual Design Value (DV) Trend 2010-
2012

10Source: Clean Air Task Force 2019



County PM2.5 Annual Design Value (DV) Trend 2013-
2015

11Source: Clean Air Task Force 2019



County PM2.5 Annual Design Value (DV) Trend 2016-
2018

12Source: Clean Air Task Force 2019



Pittsburgh Area PM2.5 Annual DVs 2016-2018

Source: Clean Air Task Force 2019
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• There were eight PM 2.5 monitors in the Pittsburgh  
CSA with a valid annual 2017-19 DV

• Three were in the worst 10%
• Another two in the worst 20%
• Two more in the worst 30%
• One in the worst 40%.

Source: CATF 2020

PM 2.5: It is NOT just 1 monitor:
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(Number of Days)

Source: EPA AQI Data 2017 – 2019

2017 2018 201
9

Red 1 1 4
Orange 31 24 11
Yellow 241 204 215
Green 92 136 135

2017 – 2019 AQI
Pittsburgh MSA
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Breathe Meter



Associations quantified between PM exposure and  
acute health effects with no apparent lower bound

Source: Schwartz et al, The Concentration Response Relation  
between PM 2.5 and Daily Deaths, EHP, 2002



Source: CATF 2015
Allegheny County Emissions from NEI 2011 v.2 PM2.5  

(filterable + condensible)

Industry: 58 %
Mobiles: 22 %
Other: 20 %



20Source: 2014 National Air ToxicsAssessment

Allegheny County: Cancer Risk



21

Breathe Cam Videos

Clairton Coke Works, December 24, 2018

Edgar Thomson Works, June 18, 2020

Edgar Thomson Works, June 23, 2020

Edgar Thomson Works, July 4, 2020

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1STtrI963R6rASpUhhMfP0meAEoihpwFO/view
https://twitter.com/inversion_doc/status/1273622970116853761?s=20
https://thumbnails-v2.createlab.org/thumbnail?root=https://tiles.cmucreatelab.org/ecam/timemachines/westmifflin1/2020-06-23.timemachine/&width=1280&height=720&startFrame=12366&format=mp4&fps=12&tileFormat=mp4&startDwell=0&endDwell=0&boundsLTRB=2027.7708821117735,1429.7205698517826,3171.0330142929383,2072.0026665827736&labelsFromDataset&nframes=71
https://twitter.com/BreatheProject/status/1279433214013169664?s=20


22
Source: 2014 National Air ToxicsAssessment

Allegheny County: Cancer Risk



Allegheny County, PA



We still have a serious air
quality  problem

Adding to our airshed burden will  
only make things worse.





Source: https://www.e2.org/reports/clean-jobs-pennsylvania-2019/

http://www.e2.org/reports/clean-jobs-pennsylvania-2019/
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Thank You

mmehalik@breatheproject.org

28

mailto:mmehalik@breatheproject.org


Site of concern

Under the Birmingham Bridge: Lindy Paving, Lehigh Hanson

https://earth.google.com/web/@40.43567769,-79.97406713,223.99543032a,614.64448602d,35y,-131.80225674h,30.92927843t,0r
https://www.pjdick.com/
https://www.lehighhanson.com/






Emissions SnapShot

Center for Health and Environmental Justice 
Asphalt Plant work 

NOx
CO
Particulate Matter
PM (filterable)
PM10
PM2.5
SOx
VOC
Hexane
Formaldehyde
Benzene
Toluene
Naphthalene
1,3-Butadiene
HAP
Ammonia
CO2e
VOC (ERC)

http://chej.org/wp-content/uploads/Asphalt-Plants-PUB-1312.pdf
http://chej.org/wp-content/uploads/Asphalt-Plants-PUB-1312.pdf








Be Proactive

Permit Renewal / Public Input
● What do we want to know before then? 

Interim Actions
● SmellPgh App Sign-ups and Use
● Monitor host sign-ups and acquisitions 
● Photographic Observation and Documentation
● Story/Experiential recordings and sharing out
● Look for project opportunities to integrate air quality 

data collection and improvements
● Communicate with City and Council representatives



Monitoring Network; Filling Gaps

www.purpleair.com

airvizinc.com

environmentaldata.org

smellpgh.org

https://airvizinc.com/
http://environmentaldata.org


THANK YOU!

• The next Oakwatch meeting is Wednesday, February 17 at 12pm via Zoom 
• Next Oakland-Wide Community Meeting is Tuesday, February 23 at 6pm 

via Zoom and Facebook Live
• Event calendar – www.opdc.org/events
• Social Media

o facebook.com/opdc.org
o instagram.com/oaklandplanning
o twitter.com/oaklandplanning

• General inquiries – questions@opdc.org

http://www.opdc.org/events
http://www.facebook.com/opdc.org
http://www.instagram.com/oaklandplanning
http://www.twitter.com/oaklandplanning
mailto:questions@opdc.org
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