
Oakwatch: The Oakland Code Enforcement Project Meeting 
Minutes: July 17, 2019 
 
Attendees 
Hannah Green, Lizabeth Grey, Geoff Becker, Trisha Margiotti, John Tokarski, David Manthei, Isabelle 
Schmeler, Kristin Kozar, Michael Medwid, Mollie March-Steinman, Guy Johnson, Mallory Jarzynka, 
Heather Camp, Jamie Ducar, David Shifren, Martell Covington, Mark Oleniacz, Leah Friedman, Blithe 
Runsdorf, Ron Griffin, Cassandra Williams 
 
Call to Order, Introductions  
GBecker read the mission statement and reviewed the ground rules for the meeting. Introductions 
continued around the room. 
 
Featured Speaker | Councilperson Erika Strassburger, District 8  
EStrassburger addressed the following topics of concern shared with her prior to the meeting:  

Planning and Zoning: Concern that large developments happening now will create a domino effect. If 
one developer gets zoning approval to build high, the next developer might be more likely to build high 
or higher. EStrassburger admits there is some truth to that, but that is not always the case.  

The Dept. of City Planning is taking two approaches to engage the community and mitigate concerns.  

1) City Planning recently hosted an open house on urban design along Fifth/Forbes. Employees 
were available to chat with community members about how they can communicate their 
needs/values in relation to design features, mobility/infrastructure etc. Most importantly, 
City Planning provided info on current strategy to implement a temporary zoning overlay 
district that will help community have more control over development happening in the 
near future (before an official neighborhood plan is adopted).  

2) City Planning is also getting ready to launch a larger community process around the Oakland 
neighborhood plan. Eventually, all Pittsburgh neighborhoods will have a plan – informed by 
community members, but shepherded by City Planning. A series of educational workshops 
will take place throughout the remainder of the summer to prepare residents for the 
process.  

Residential Parking Permit: Transition from sticker to electronic permit system has sparked concern 
with residents. More difficult to see who is permitted without physical sticker; EStrassburger notes this 
is a larger concern for her Oakland and Shadyside residents where populations/parking are dense. 
Enforcement does appear to be happening and is improving. Recertification is coming up, so it will be 
necessary for residents to express these concerns. To work effectively, the RPP program should be 
tailored to each neighborhood; currently a one-size-fits-all model.  

DManthei: Enforcement officers cannot tag cars parked on wrong side of the street. Residents are told 
they should call 911.  

LFriedman: Gwen, from Parking Authority, said at last month’s meeting that she would take that 
concern back and think about how the dept. can better enforce this.  

https://www.opdc.org/events/2019/7/25/oakland-neighborhood-plan-planning-education-series


EStrassburger: Enforcement of this issue is higher in areas where people call to report cars parked the 
wrong way.  

Sgt. Griffin: Zone 4 will tag cars when we get calls. Residents should call us. It is dangerous for a car to 
park against traffic.  

EStrassburger notes that the City Planning is in the process of transferring responsibility related to 
parking issues to Parking Authority. That way Parking Authority does not have to back and forth with 
City Planning with every recertification; better if everything is housed under one roof. A Review of RPP 
code is in the works. Council members most affected will be getting together to address all pieces of the 
code that need to be revised.   

GBecker: If the code is updated, there should be ample announcement that the review is underway and 
encourage people to weigh it through a public input process.   

EStrassburger: Yes, people are experts in their own neighborhoods. We need that feedback. There 
should be an update by end of summer about timing of the recertification process.  

Rental Registration: GBecker was informed – in a meeting with Council President Bruce Kraus – that 
rental registration legislation is in place and ready to go, however, there is a court order staying the 
actual enforcement of the code. EStrassburger confirms that the regulated have been vetted and voted 
on, but is unsure if they are posted.  

GBecker: What is the delay?  

LGray: Rental registration may have been put on hold until Supreme Court decision regarding paid sick 
days in the city was made. Decision was in favor of city (confirmed July 17).  

EStrassburger: There should hopefully be an update on rental registration enforcement by the next 
Oakwatch meeting, if not sooner.  

Vacant retail units in new rental buildings: Residents are frustrated with vacant retail space on ground 
floor of new apartment buildings such as One on Centre and SkyVue. EStrassburger says that her office 
has presented One on Centre with multiple ideas, but they haven’t heard any updates. Might be worth 
thinking about placing a requirement on new developments to fill retail space after so many years of 
project completion.  

 

Sgt. Ronald Griffin and Officer Shifren | Pittsburgh Police Zone 4 

Crime stats for Mid-May – Mid-June versus Mid-Jude – Mid-July 

Aggravated assault 1 – 0  

Robbery 1 – 0  

Burglaries 5 – 2  

Burglary attempt 1 – 2  

Rape attempt 0 – 1  



Stolen vehicle 0 – 1  

Theft from vehicle 0 – 1  

Theft from business 14 – 6  

Theft from person 7 – 3 

Theft from resident 6 – 1  

Criminal trespassing 4 -1  

Unlawful use of computer 1 – 0  

Total 50 – 22  

Arrests: 1 bench warrant, 1 simple assault, 1 intoxication, 1 DUI, 1 possession, 1 theft from person, 1 
defiant trespass, 4 disorderly conduct.   

Zone 4 has a column in the Squirrel Hill magazine – check it out!  

Take precautions against theft by deceptions. Elderly often targeted – calls from faux IRS or utility 
companies claiming you need to pay them. Help remind elderly to be warry of phone calls and to call a 
family member/friend before giving any personal information over the phone.  

 

John Tokarski | Pittsburgh Public Safety Outreach & Education 

July Zone 4 Public Safety Meeting featured 311 response center. Next month’s meeting – on August 15 – 
will include a presentation on protocol to follow in the event of an active shooter situation.  

 

Officers Guy Johnson, Heather Camp & Mallory Jarzynka | University of Pittsburgh Police 

National Night Out is coming up on Tuesday, August 6 at Schenley Plaza from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Food, 
activities for kids, free carousel rides, music, and info on safety tips! Get to know the University of 
Pittsburgh officers and meet other staff from city safety departments. 

June crime stats:  

Total reported: 32 

Burglary 1  

Criminal mischief 1  

Defiant trespass 5 

DUI 2  

Public drunkenness 1  

Simple assault 2  

https://www.opdc.org/events/2019/7/25/oakland-neighborhood-plan-planning-education-series
https://www.facebook.com/events/2326850914300226/


Theft 14 (7 bike thefts, not all on campus)  

Warrant arrest 2  

Conduct referral 2 (1 underage and 1 marijuana)  

Construction at Scaife Hall is beginning. Complaints about pedestrian safety – more signs will be put up 
to make it safer. Be aware of heavy of pedestrian traffic on Desoto St as construction takes place.  

 

Cassandra Williams | Office of Councilperson Lavelle, District 6 

The URA has launched a pilot program to fund community projects called the Neighborhood Initiatives 
Fund (NIF). The program will provide grants of up to $100,000 to nonprofits and community-based 
organizations for eligible non-housing, neighborhood projects.  

The first round of applications will be accepted until October 1, 2019. The URA will host a series of 
information sessions open to the public throughout the City. Click here for more information.  

 

Molly March-Steinman | Office of Councilperson Strassburger, District 8 

Contact Molly if you are interested in becoming a block captain, hosing a living room party for neighbors 
to get to know Councilperson Strassburger, or would like to sign up for District 8’s newsletter.  

Stay connected and follow Councilperson Strassburger on Facebook and Twitter.  

 

Leah Friedman | Office of the Mayor  

The Allegheny County Health Department is in the process of distributing a community health survey to 
determine health equity across the city. Feedback will help guide a new community health improvement 
plan. Click here to take the survey.  

Reminder that the city parks are still holding star parties and moonlight hikes throughout the summer.  

GBecker: PWSA was supposed to begin construction of rain garden in Ophelia Parklet – status of that 
project? 

LFriedman will check in with the department.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ura.org/news/ura-announces-pilot-program-making-its-funding-more-accessible-and-visible-for-community-projects
https://www.facebook.com/PGHDistrict8/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARBVNH4p5PxB8CZYWmQAXVsxhuskN8mEcmrIrfTb3p5SM9YD9D_GW5qeZzdfEXqnOnlrBO01AwtYReH-
https://twitter.com/PGHDistrict8
https://achd.checkboxonline.com/cha2019
https://3ap.org/calendar-of-events/


Lizabeth Gray | Pittsburgh Parking Authority  

Residential Permit Parking 

2019 June / Daytime Enforcement  

Area  B  D  E  M  TOTAL  
Plates  7,243  30,027  7,734  9,280  54,284 
Tickets  127  446  152  225  950 
ROIP  1.75%  1.49%  1.97%  2.42%  1.75% 

2019 June / Nighttime Enforcement  

Area  B  E  M 
Plates  930  2,794  4,798 
Tickets  25  60  115 
ROIP  2.69%  2.15%  2.40% 

 

Total Enforcement  
Plates  59, 082  
Tickets  1,065 
ROIP  1.80% 

Lizabeth Gray | Property Progress Report  

July 2019 property progress report. 

Please note that due to the revisions to the waste code, a new document must be included in all new 
leases and be signed by tenants and landlords.  

 
Jamie Ducar | University of Pittsburgh, Community and Government Relations 

Community Conversations on Tuesday, July 30 at 6:00 pm. The first half of the meeting will include a 
featured speaker from the University’s Pittsburgh Admissions Collaboration, a program which offers 
Pittsburgh Public School students in Milliones and Westinghouse a pathway to the University of 
Pittsburgh via the Community College of Allegheny County. The second half of the meeting will include a 
discussion about the Institutional Master Plan. Community Conversation meetings occur the last 
Tuesday of each month.  

 
Be a Good Neighbor Block Parties are coming soon. See the upcoming dates and locations below:  

August 29: North Oakland (BACA) 
September 5: Oakland Square Historic District 
September 12: West Oakland (The Corner) 
September 16: South Oakland Neighborhood Group 

https://www.opdc.org/events/2019/6/25/university-of-pittsburghs-community-conversation-series-grwt2


September 19: Oakcliffe Housing Club 
September 26: Central Oakland (OBID & OPDC) 

See OPDC’s event calendar for more information.  

First day of classes will begin August 26.  

Pitt’s Office of Sustainability is working with student volunteers and OPDC to execute Clutter for a Cause 
events to collect unwanted items as students move out for donation. Learn more here.  

The most current Intuitional Master Plan will be available for public comment tentatively on August 12.  

 

Meeting Adjourned 

The next meeting is Wednesday, August 21, 2019 at 12:00 p.m. at St. George Orthodox Cathedral, 3400 
Dawson Street Pittsburgh, PA 15213.  

https://www.opdc.org/events?view=calendar&month=08-2019
https://www.facebook.com/events/651854701972478/

