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OPDC updates

• A Development Activities Meeting will replace our monthly 
Oakland-Wide on Tuesday, October 26, at 6:00 P.M. OPDC, the Squirrel 
Hill Urban Coalition, and the City of Pittsburgh Department of City 
Planning will welcome Carnegie Mellon University as they discuss their 
Institutional Master Plan for 2022. Zoom info: 
www.opdc.org/events/2021/10/26/cmudam 

https://www.opdc.org/institutional-master-plan-projects/2019/3/26/carnegie-mellon-university-master-plan
https://www.opdc.org/institutional-master-plan-projects/2019/3/26/carnegie-mellon-university-master-plan
https://www.opdc.org/events/2021/10/26/cmudam


Proposed Oakland Public Realm District E

bit.ly/publicrealme

https://bit.ly/publicrealme


What is an Oakland Public Realm District?

Oakland is a place of unusual density and concentrated public activity 
due to the lively environment of highly mixed uses, monumental and 
grand civic buildings, and large educational and medical institutions.  
The intent of the Oakland Public Realm District (OPR) is to provide 
regulations for the development and growth  of Oakland in an effort to 
preserve the mixed use nature of the community  while enhancing the 
sense of place  within Oakland's public areas. The Oakland 
Improvement Strategy, A Comprehensive Strategy for the 
Development, Improvement and Zoning of Oakland's Public Corridors, 
Housing and Commercial Areas, identified the need to create zoning 
standards reflective of the vast areas of Oakland used and seen by the 
general public.  Four (4) sub-districts have been designed to 
accentuate the positive attributes of each area , and to protect and 
enhance the fine qualities of Oakland.



Specifically, the intent of the Oakland Public Realm District is:

- To enact and implement new zoning districts to enhance and 
protect Oakland's special character;

- To protect the character of less intensive uses from impacts 
of more intensive uses; 

- To provide a guide to non-residential and residential 
development in order to encourage growth that will be both 
pedestrian friendly and compatible with the existing 
neighborhood ; and

- To encourage mixed use development that allows 
non-residential and residential uses to co-exist without 
conflict. 



OPR-E Purpose
The purpose is of this District is to: (1) encourage the high quality  
redevelopment of properties and improvements within the Oakland 
Crossings District including, the redevelopment of portions of the 
Boulevard of the Allies, Bates Street, Halket Street and McKee Place; (2) 
address the need for urban density for a variety of uses , including mixed 
uses, while at the same time creating significant open space and public 
amenities; (3) develop the opportunities for a variety of types of housing 
within the District ; (4) establish and reestablish safe and attractive 
pedestrian, bicycle, and transportation improvements and enhancements;  
(5) create consistency of scale, size and design of buildings and amenities 
within this District;  and (6) provide meaningful connections from this 
District to the rest of Oakland and the surrounding neighborhoods.  The 
regulations are intended to encourage the mixed-use nature of the 
community and encourage investment to increase the residential 
population and commercial activity.



Proposed Oakland Public Realm District E



Subdistrict A

● Subdistrict A (McKee Pl.) is currently zoned as residential. 
OPR-E is looking to turn this into commercial zoning which 
could bring:
○ Parking structures
○ Fast food restaurants with drive thrus
○ Utility-generating plants, wastewater treatment plants, 

etc.



Subdistrict A



Subdistrict B

● Subdistrict B (Halket St) is currently a moderate density 
subdistrict with height restrictions of 30 feet
○ OPR-E wants to add hotel/motel, in order to gain 

bonuses to expand the current height restriction
○ Similar to Sub District A, parking structures, 

restaurants, retail spaces, etc. could be added



Subdistrict B



Subdistrict C

• Subdistrict C (Boulevard of the Allies + Halket St) is 
currently zoned as OPR-D

• OPR-E is looking to add:
o College and university campus
o Educational classroom spaces
o Parking structures
o Research and development services



Subdistrict C



When it comes to “Walk to Work”...
Inclusion is an illusion

Excerpt from “Dozens object to proposed development in Pittsburgh’s Oakland neighborhood during public hearing”from triblive reporter  Julia Felton 10/5

“...the rental rate of the unit 
does not exceed 30% of the 
gross income of the occupants.” 

 See“Specific Definitions” section of File # 2021-1906 Version 2



When it comes to “Walk to Work”...
Inclusion is an illusion

 “...shall be made primarily 
available to employees and/or 
independent contractor of the third 
party institution.”

 See“Specific Definitions” section of File # 2021-1906 Version 2



30% of Income = $31,500 

$2,625 Monthly rent

$6,125 

University Professors
Teaching Computer Science, Physics, Business, & Mathematics

Food Prep & Serving Related Occupations
includes Cooks, Waiters, Bartenders, House keepers, Bakers, Baristas.

30% of Income = $7,941 

$661 Monthly rent

$1,544

$26,470*

2020 annual mean wage according to BLS*

*

When it comes to “Walk to Work”...
Inclusion is an illusion



30% of Income = $31,500 

$2,625 Monthly rent

$6,125 

Healthcare Support Occupations
includes Nursing Assistants, Occupational Therapy Assistants, Psych Aides, Healthcare Support Workers

30% of Income = $9,129

$760 Monthly rent

$1,775

$30,430

2020 annual mean wage according to BLS*

*

When it comes to “Walk to Work”...
Inclusion is an illusion

*

University Professors
Teaching Computer Science, Physics, Business, & Mathematics



When it comes to “Walk to Work”...
Inclusion is an illusion

“...at least 10% of the units 
contained in the structure will 
contain “Walk to Work Housing”.”

 See File # 2021-1906 Version 2



Genuine Inclusion could occur in Oakland!



What your representatives think

Councilman Bruce Kraus 
explains that he forgot 
to have the amended 
bill (which he helped to 
write) posted to the 
council website for the 
public to review before 
the vote.

video clip from Standing Committee Hearing on 10/13/2021 
source: http://pittsburgh.granicus.com/player/clip/3784?view_id=2&redirect=true 

http://pittsburgh.granicus.com/player/clip/3784?view_id=2&redirect=true
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1LZ9CUDAlKn0VXM376NjpYi3NqYBaRipV/preview


What your representatives think

Councilman Ricky 
Burgess states his intent 
to vote to pass the bill, 
regardless of Planning 
Commission’s findings.

video clip from Standing Committee Hearing on 10/13/2021 
source: http://pittsburgh.granicus.com/player/clip/3784?view_id=2&redirect=true 

http://pittsburgh.granicus.com/player/clip/3784?view_id=2&redirect=true
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1QCv4i_NvKCduR5CNXu1j18xEmEAtFH7m/preview


What your representatives think

Hearing Oakland 
residents’ opposition 
was a very painful 
experience for 
Councilman Kraus.

video clip from Standing Committee Hearing on 10/13/2021 
source: http://pittsburgh.granicus.com/player/clip/3784?view_id=2&redirect=true 

http://pittsburgh.granicus.com/player/clip/3784?view_id=2&redirect=true
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1uZfeUVkQnH7dBPUzhBfJighMA-chlwe0/preview


Oakland 2025



Oakland Plan Design Charrette

www.engage.pittsburghpa
.gov/oakland 

http://www.engage.pittsburghpa.gov/oakland
http://www.engage.pittsburghpa.gov/oakland


Take action

District Councilperson Phone Number

3 Bruce Kraus 412.255.2130

6 Daniel Lavelle 412.255.2134

8 Erika Strassburger 412.255.2133

If you oppose the legislation to rezone Oakland, let your 
representatives know. You can find your council person, and their 
contact information below:



Oakwatch



Oakwatch resources

• Visit www.opdc.org/oakwatch-resources for copies 
of tonight’s flyers and resources from our 
enforcement partners, elected officials, and the 
University of Pittsburgh.



Oakwatch property list

537 YARROW ST (FORMERLY 0 BOUNDARY ST. )

2610 FORBES AVE

3221 KENNETT SQ

3421 PARKVIEW AVE

3204 NIAGARA ST

225 N DITHRIDGE ST

23 OAKLAND SQ

3319 NIAGARA ST*

3611 FRAZIER ST*

1 AYERS ST*



• The next Let’s Talk…Oakwatch meeting is on Wednesday, November 17 at 
6:00 p.m. on Zoom and Facebook Live. www.opdc.org/letstalk

• Event calendar – www.opdc.org/events

• Sign up for the e-news and meeting notices at www.opdc.org/contact-us

• General inquiries – questions@opdc.org

• Donate – www.opdc.org/donate

• Social Media

   facebook.com/opdc.org

   instagram.com/oaklandplanning 

   twitter.com/oaklandplanning

THANK YOU!


