
Finding Your Place in Oakland
Oakwatch and Community updates



Agenda Item Speaker(s) Time
Welcome, Overview of Meeting
Introduction of Topic

• Welcome
• Read meeting rules
• Introduce topic and speakers

Andrea Boykowycz 6:00 – 6:05

Featured Topic Presentation

Open Discussion and Q&A
• Development plans for LGBTQ senior housing

in Oakland
• Social context for why such development is needed and

other resources available in the city
• Other possible solutions for aging in place for the 

LGBTQ community (collaborative housing, etc.)

David Ennis,
Dan Rothschild, & Geoff 
Campbell, Presbyterian 
SeniorCare

Marty Healy, Persad Center
(CONFIRMATION PENDING)

Grant Scott & Jeff Miller, AARP
LGBTQ Committee

6:10 – 6:45

DOMI Update
• Discussion of the Pittsburgh Neighborhood Slow Street 

program and procedures for road closures (temporary,
permanent)

Kim Lucas, Assistant
Director of Planning, Policy,
and Permitting

6:45 – 7:00

Oakwatch Update
• Code enforcement news
• Problem properties
• Summary update – public safety data

Elena Zaitsoff
Liz Gray

7:00 – 7:15

Community Updates and Q&A
• OPDC updates – upcoming DAMs
• Elected Officials Update
• Community partners - announcements

Community partners and
elected officials

7:15 – 7:25

Closing
• Gratitude
• Direct attention to “Let’s Talk…” webpage
• Announce next Let’s Talk date and topic

Andrea 7:25 – 7:30

NOTES:
• Public safety and code enforcement numbers will be reported out in aggregate at the meeting, and kept

continuously up-to-date on OPDC’s website
• Community updates should be limited to Oakland-specific announcements (events, initiatives, topics for future

discussions)





NEXTransit Plan
The Port Authority seeks community input and 
comment on the draft NEXTransit Plan. 

• Provide Comments Online at www.nextransit.network

• Visit Port Authority In Your Community
Throughout August, Port Authority will host pop-up 
information tents to collect input on the draft plan through 
the service area. Future dates and locations will be available 
at www.nextransit.network/events.

• Mail-In Written Comment - send your written comments to:
Attn: Planning Department
345 Sixth Avenue, 3rd Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15222



University of Pittsburgh Police
• Please report hate crimes to Pitt Police or City of 

Pittsburgh Police. In PA, ethnic intimidation in the 
crimes code link here: www.bit.ly/pacrimescode

• September 14 - Pitt Police are working with PennDOT
to do an event around campus to deter impaired 
driving for St. Patrick's Day weekend. More details to 
come.

• Pitt Police Impact Units will be out this fall semester. 
Please contact Pitt Police 412-624-2121 for noise 
complaints/loud parties.

• With an increase in traffic and telecommuting, please 
contact Officer Jeff Colello at jgc30@pitt.edu for 
pedestrian and traffic safety concerns.



CITY OF PITTSBURGH COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
August 9th 2021 - August 13th 2021

Civic Leadership Academy Fall 
Cohort Applications are Open!!
This cohort will meet virtually every

22nd until December 8th, 2021. 
Applications are due by August 29, 
2021 at midnight. Spanish language 
access is NOW available for the Civic 
Leadership Academy. For the 
application or to learn more both in 
Spanish and English please click

Streetlight EngagePGH
The City of Pittsburgh has 35,000 
overhead streetlights that will be 
converted to LED, which will provide 
long-term savings, reduce energy 
usage, and light pollution. We want to 
hear from you! Take the survey by 
September 30, 2021 to share your 
thoughts on streetlights in Pittsburgh 
and the upcoming LED upgrade 
project. Learn more at: 
engage.pittsburghpa.gov/streetlights

Emergency Rental Relief Services  
Are you a landlord or renter 
experiencing the stress of rent and bills

Wednesday, 6-8:30pm, from September because of COVID-19? Help is
available to cover rent, utilities or other 
housing-related costs. Visit 
consumerfinance.gov/renthelp to find 
a program near you.

City Planning’s interactive  
Neighborhood Plan Guide is LIVE
This guide lays out how publichere:http://applycla.pittsburghpa.gov
agencies, community organizations,
and the public can work together to 
create strategic plans throughout the 
city and provides a framework that 
empowers communities to take an 
active role in the future of their 
neighborhood. Learn more about the 
guide and check out the new website! 
https://npg.pittsburghpa.gov/

Legal Assistance Program:  
https:/ / pittsburghpa.gov/ press-
releases/press-releases/4933

Free Flashing and Vibrating  
Smoke Detectors
To register, call 412-281-1375 or go to 
www.hdscenter.org and email 
smokedetector@hdscenter.org.
Applicant will be contacted when 
classes are scheduled. Interpreter 
and large area listening system will 
be provided.

Balancing Act for Office of  
Management and Budget
The Balancing Act Tool has been 
updated to include ARP funding and 
residents are encouraged to create 
their ideal budget and submit as 
feedback to the City of Pittsburgh 
https://pittsburghpa.gov/omb/budg 
et-tax-receipt-simulation

Financial Empowerment Center 
https://pittsburghpa.gov/fec/

Sign Up for the Office of  
Community Affairs Newsletter:  
newsletter.pittsburghpa.gov

http://engage.pittsburghpa.gov/streetlights
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/renter-protections/find-help-with-rent-and-utilities/?utm_source=vanity&utm_medium=outreach&utm_campaign=renthelp
http://applycla.pittsburghpa.gov/
https://npg.pittsburghpa.gov/
https://pittsburghpa.gov/press-releases/press-releases/4933
http://www.hdscenter.org/
mailto:smokedetector@hdscenter.org
https://pittsburghpa.gov/omb/budget-tax-receipt-simulation
https://pittsburghpa.gov/fec/
http://newsletter.pittsburghpa.gov/












• Oakland-Wide meets on Tuesday, August 31 at 6:00 P.M. via Zoom and Facebook 
Live. Includes presentations on CMU IMP, UPMC Presbyterian Bed Tower, and PWSA 
storm water management plan.
• The next Let’s Talk…Oakwatch meeting is on Wednesday, September 22 at 6:00
P.M. via Zoom and Facebook Live.
• Event calendar – www.opdc.org
• Sign up for the e-news and meeting notices at www.opdc.org/contact-us
• General inquiries – questions@opdc.org
• Donate – www.opdc.org/donate
• Social Media
facebook.com/opdc.org
instagram.com/oaklandplanning
twitter.com/oaklandplanning

THANK YOU!
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