
Oakwatch: The Oakland Code Enforcement Project Meeting  
Minutes 
December 19, 2018 
 
Meeting Attendees        

Present: Lizabeth Gray, Elena Zaitsoff, Millie Sass, Mark Oleniacz, Michael Medwed, David Manthei, John 
Wilds, Jamie Ducar, Leah Friedman, Blithe Runsdorf, Sgt Mark Villasenor, Councilperson Daniel Lavelle, 
Cassandra Williams, Commander Daniel Herrmann, Sally Stadelman, Ethel Diulius, Marjorie Lake, Wanda 
Wilson 

Call to Order, Introductions 

EZaitsoff read the mission statement and reviewed the ground rules for the meeting. Introductions 
continued around the room. 

Featured speaker | Councilman Daniel Lavelle | City Council District 6 

Councilman Lavelle began his remarks by responding to questions Oakwatch sent him in advance. 
Regarding concerns about a glitch between PLI and 311, his office does not have an answer about when 
the fix will be complete.  If there is something that residents would like City Council to follow up on, 
please send to City Council so that they are aware.  Council offices don’t see all of the 311 submittals.  

A great thing that occurred for the city is that Sally Stadelman is the liaison at PLI.  This is a huge help.   

Regarding a grocery store in Oakland, Councilman Lavelle does not have an answer specifically for this.  
He does know that it is hard to bring in a grocery store when a large corporation such as Giant Eagle 
controls the market.  He described his experience with development of the grocery store in the Hill 
District.  Of the $12 million development cost, the city invested $10 million.  The Hill District Shop and 
Save is nearing closure.  The owner did not have enough invested in the market to adjust the store to 
make it work.  Current efforts to identify other grocers have not proved fruitful yet.  They have hopes for 
Aldi to respond positively.  It is hard to attract a full grocer in a neighborhood. The URA assisted with an 
IGA in the South Hilltop neighborhoods, which is operating on very slim margins.   

Q: What about a small, urban Target?  

A: Target may consider that the location in East Liberty is already capturing that market.   

Dr. Wilds mentioned that the university opened a food market on Forbes.  It is doing well, but serves 
primarily on-campus students.   

Councilman Lavelle mentioned that The Department of City Planning will be facilitating a neighborhood 
planning process.  The best thing to do to address a grocer and other neighborhood-serving retail is to 
participate in that process and highlight the need for a grocery store as a primary issue.  Council 
approved funding for the plan today.  The process will begin in spring 2019.  OPDC will alert the 
community about public process as it begins. 

Regarding John Fournier’s replacement at Parking Authority, contact Jessica McCurdy at (412)-560-2516.  
Areas E, M, and B have enforcement until midnight, but need the enforcement to take place more 



frequently.  While the request for a single car directly for those areas is denied, the Parking Authority 
director confirmed today that they will increase enforcement for those areas during the evening 
enforcement timeframe.  Jason Phillips is the enforcement officer: (412)-560-2551.  Last month post-
6:00 pm enforcement was Area B: 3 tickets, Area E: 51 tickets, Area M:  11 tickets.  In December, Area E:  
11 tickets, Area M:  4 tickets. 

Craft Place RPPP signs have been replaced.  They’ve actually been replaced twice.   

Regarding the Rental Registry law, the answer is that there is a lawsuit and the city is in court. Pittsburgh 
is a second-class city and the state governs our ability to create laws.  City Council fights back about 
challenges to the city’s right to regulate private industry.  

SStadelman added that PLI is expecting a resolution that will allow the law to be enforced in 2019.  PLI is 
preparing to implement the ordinance.  Timeline is not in place.  

Q: Does the city regulate Air B&B?   

A: No, it can take place in residential neighborhoods as long as it complies with the zoning and 
occupancy laws.  So if a single house, it could have only three unrelated persons.   

Regarding RPPP Area D recertification: District 6 will let folks know as soon as they heard back from the 
city department.  

Q: Robinson Street traffic flow issue.  The illegal turn at Robinson and Fifth continues to be a huge 
problem.   

A: An ongoing complaint since the city redesigned the intersection.  It needs to be designed again.  
Enforcement is a challenge.  Police enforce periodically, but it is not possible to be there all the time.  
Councilman Lavelle has reached out to the city traffic engineer regarding traffic calming on Robinson to 
slow people down, but the intersection redesign is the main thing.  

Regarding Ophelia parklet and Lawn Street fencing: Councilman Lavelle will work on getting updates and 
let the group know.  

Commander Herrmann | Pittsburgh Police Zone 4 

Theft cases are up.   

Shot spotter system caught 11 shots fired.  Could not find shell casings, so could have been from a 
moving vehicle.  

Zone 4 will put in additional cameras to supplement D. A. Zappala and Pitt cameras. The cameras will 
work with shot spotter as well.  

Fifth and Robinson is a huge enforcement challenge.  Many people say that their GPS directed them 
there and that they followed directions from GPS.  Claim to be out of town. They received citations.  

Regarding the student hit by a bus, it was critical condition.  Zone 4 stepped up enforcement due to 
that.  Wrote 54 tickets for vehicle violations.  He spoke to traffic enforcement and they will return to 
Robinson.  



Installed a camera at Centre/Craig.  Illegal truck parking at beer distributor has been addressed largely 
through the commander calling over a period of several days from observing the cameras. Chiefs 
cleaned up their act.  Watching drug activity at Mitchell’s.  The area is cleaning up very well.   

Terrace/Allequippa/Robinson experienced a high increase in theft from vehicles.  Commander added 
additional patrols and caught the thief.  Only got him for that one vehicle even though they know he 
broke into many more – maybe around 100 cars.  He had six bench warrants.  Will attempt to have him 
charged at felony level due to the number of violations.  Tracking other people and where they operate.  
Very difficult to catch but know these actors and look for them regularly.   

Sgt Villasenor| University of Pittsburgh Police  

Crime report:  

2 disorderly conducts   (1 affiliated 2 off campus) 

18 thefts (16 on campus, 2 off campus) 

2 underage drinking citations (2 affiliated, 2 on campus) 

4 disorderly conduct, 3 citations issued 

1 underage drinking, 1 citation issued 

4 party (1 warning, 3 shut down, 1 warning) 

Doing knock and talks and communicating to students to lock doors/windows and leave lights, etc.  
Impact unit is still out in the community.  Sent a message on social media with holiday safety tips.   

Pitt officers also try to write citations at Fifth/Robinson, but excessive. Carlow also.  

Officer Johnson participated in the Central Oakland safety walk with Oakwatch.  

If a hot spot, call the Pitt Police.  Student who was struck by a bus walked into the bus lane against the 
light and was severely injured.  

Officer Johnson attended the Oakland Landlord Alliance meeting. 

Leah Friedman | Mayor’s Office 

HACP is accepting applications for housing choice vouchers through December 23.  It is an online 
application.   

Snow Angels has started and is up and running.  We have twice as many as requests as volunteers.  
OPDC staff are working with Leah to recruit volunteers.  Oakland is doing well.  People can continue to 
sign up, either to volunteer or to receive services.  

Sally Stadelman | Permits, Licenses, and Inspections (PLI) 

On Monday, online licensing went live for trades, businesses, and contractors.  Those who already have 
those licenses, can renew them online.  It is called one stop PGH.  Will make sure the system works and 
then broaden it to other types of licenses.   

https://hacp.org/
http://pittsburghpa.gov/snowangels/index.html


Regarding the miscommunication between 311 and PLI’s internal system, PLI will phase out the existing 
system and integrate with one stop PGH.  In the meantime, if we are not getting a response it does not 
mean that the inspector is not working on it.  Buildingeye can be a resource for the information.  Don’t 
give up on 311; if you haven’t heard in two weeks, contact SStadelman or use the email us function on 
the PLI website, which she checks.  95% of tickets work, once in a while it doesn’t.  SStadelman can 
research issues. 

3202 Niagara.  Certificate of occupancy has been revoked on October 22, 2018.  What is the next step 
for enforcement? She will confirm the exact action. They are being cited.  

226 Ophelia front yard wall/billboard issue.  She will look into it.  The applicant’s request at Zoning 
Board of Adjustment was denied. 

3319 Niagara has been condemned.  

Oakland portal parking lot is nearly complete on Fifth Avenue.   

SStadelman will present PLI online tools at the January meeting.   

There is an issue with information between Detective Sloan, PLI, and DPW regarding graffiti.  They circle 
around between departments without enforcement. 

She will check clean and lien lists for 3611 Frazier and 0 Frazier.   

2610 Forbes Avenue graffiti is a new addition to the Oakwatch problem property report.  The owner 
does not respond.  

Q: What is the status of the lot with sinking sidewalk at Frazier and Ward?  LGray responded that the 
owner has been cited.  

Jamie Ducar, Community Relations | University of Pittsburgh 

Pitt will be serving 2,500 meals 8:30 – 4:00 on Christmas Day.  Salvation Army is the partner from whom 
to get a ticket. 

Students will arrive at the end of the first week of January.  Impact detail will work that Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday. Pitt will explore additional signage for the contraflow busway issue, such as on the sidewalk. 
The student struck by a bus is now stable with facial fractures and damage to the spleen.  

University continues to work with DOMI on the intersection of Fifth and Bigelow.  The bollards are there, 
but there is still an issue at the pinch point.  Working to try to come up with a better solution.  

Announcements   

OPDC will be hosting a community meeting on a proposed development at Fifth/Halket: January 23, 
2018 at 6 pm at 294 Semple Street. 

Adjournment   

Next meeting on Wednesday, January 16 at 6:00 PM at the Oakland Career Center (294 Semple Street).  

https://buildingeye.com/
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