
Oakwatch: The Oakland Code Enforcement Project Meeting  
Minutes 
October 17, 2018 
 
Meeting Attendees        

Present: Hannah Green (OPDC), Lizabeth Gray (OPDC), Elena Zaitsoff (Oakwatch Chair), Mark Oleniacz 
(Res), Lucas Bezerra ( Res), Michael Medwed (Res), Sophie Koss (Res), David Manthei (Landlord), Keith 
Paylo (Point Park University), John Wilds (Pitt), Nicole Cochran (District 8), Bob Charland (District 3), Leah 
Friedman (Mayor’s Office), Blithe Runsdorf (Res), Guy Johnson (Pitt Police), Cassandra Williams (District 
6), Emily Embrey (Pubic Safety), Alphonso Sloan (Graffiti Squad), David Shifren (City Police)  

Regrets: Alison Harden, Matt Landy, Barb Ruprecht, Commander Hermann  

 

Call to Order, Introductions 

Elena Zaitsoff read the mission statement and reviewed the ground rules for the meeting. Introductions 
continued around the room. 

 

Featured speaker | Detective Alphonso Sloan | Graffiti Squad, Pittsburgh Police Department 

Det. Sloan distributed tips for graffiti prevention. In Pittsburgh, the proper way to report graffiti is to call 
911. To report graffiti on public property, call 311.  

Once you report graffiti on someone else’s private property, it is up to that property owner to take 
action. Building inspectors can issue a notice or fine for property owners that fail to remove graffiti. 
City’s graffiti busters will remove graffiti for free; property owner needs to complete a permission slip 
(see last page of graffiti prevention tips packet).   

Sloan is currently the only detective assigned to graffiti issues. There used to be three on staff. He is 
currently working through a large backlog of 311 calls related to graffiti.  

It is typical for graffiti taggers to respect artwork. If a building owner invests in a mural, there is a good 
chance the building will not be tagged. It is also suggested that building owners invest in video 
surveillance and light sensors. Video helps speed up the identification process and also helps identity 
other criminals (i.e. burglars).  

Right now, the most wanted tagger is a guy that writes ‘Radeo’. No identification has been made yet.  

Police officers try to talk to students in their art classes about alternative creative outlets, such as art 
programs; the goals is to connect with them before they start tagging walls. They share stories of graffiti 
taggers who have turned into successful graphic designers.  

If you have a tip on a graffiti vandal, please contact Det. Alphonso Sloan:  

Cell: 412.495.6052 



Email: alphonoso.sloan@pittsburghpa.gov  

 

Q: I’ve been sending reports to 311. Should I contact you directly?  

A: You can contact me, but please also contact 311 so that the report will be immediately documented. 
You should also report these to 911. 

 

Q: (Liz shares images of properties owned by developers that are covered in graffiti) I’ve been reporting 
these properties to 311 for years, and no improvement has been made.  

A: I checked most of these last week. Once we confirm that a property is privately owned, there is 
nothing more we can do without the property owner’s permission. The report needs to be sent to PLI so 
that building inspectors can send a citation.  

 

Q: Why isn’t PLI receiving the reports right away? It sounds like 311 isn’t sending reports to them.  

A: That’s the hang up. I’ll look into it. It would be helpful to have these cleared out properly. I’m not sure 
why 311 doesn’t send reports to PLI. I will schedule a meeting with them to figure out a better situation.  

 

Q: Is there a plan to hire more graffiti detectives? What can we do to help you?  

A: It’s a lot of work for one person, however, with so many other violent crimes, it makes sense to put 
more resources towards larger concerns.   

 

Q: Do the vandals like to remain anonymous? If not, would it help to provide an opportunity to have 
recognition for graffiti artists, like at an art fair?  

A: Many artists participate in art shows, but many like the illegality of vandalism. Judges are really tough 
on graffiti vandals; along with their punishment, they are often asked to give back to the community 
either through cleaning graffiti or working with kids.  

 
Officer David Shifren | Pittsburgh Police Zone 4 

Officer David Shifren presented the crime report:  

Burglaries down 9-4 

Rapes down 1-0 

Stolen vehicle 1-0 

Theft from person 11-6 
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Theft from Resident 9-5 

Theft by deception 1-0 

Theft from auto 4-12 

Theft from auto attempt 0-6 

Theft from business 12-13 

Total 49-47 (down a 4%)  

 

Auto thefts are largely related to the students’ return. More students back means more cars in Oakland. 
Many students are often not prevention minded; they are distracted by school work and other 
responsibilities. Many also come from smaller towns and lack street smarts.  

It is important to not leave anything showing in your car, even a sweatshirt. Many bikes are stolen as 
well (typically during warmer months). Invest in a good bike lock (best to use both a u-shaped lock and a 
cable lock).  

 

Theft by deception is common with students (especially foreign students). Many get calls from the IRS or 
foreign consulate saying that they owe money or that their passport will get canceled if they do not send 
money. Do not give anyone money over the phone.  

 

Q: I frequently see broken glass along a side street. Is that from car thefts?  

A: Typically. Secluded places are a burglar’s best friend; there’s a better chance of not getting caught.  

 

Liz: Oakland is going to be covered with over 60 cameras provided by Pitt and City Police.  

 

Officer Shifren: Is anyone opposed to this? (No one was)  

A: There’s not an expectation of privacy on the streets.  

 

Q: Are there plans for increased patrol for Halloween weekend?  

A: Yes, I will pass that concern along (both weekend before and after Halloween Day).  

 

 

 



Officer Guy Johnson| University of Pittsburgh Police  

Crime report:  

93 incidents – 7 arrests – 40 citations 

6 defiant trespass  

1 disorderly conducts 

2 drug violation 

3 panhandling warnings 

2 public urination 

2 open lewdness arrests 

13 thefts (5 bike thefts; Pitt Police has been leaving door hangers on unlocked bikes 

9 underage drinking citations 

3 warrant arrests  

21 conduct referrals (6 marijuana, 1 noise complaint, 14 underage drinking) 

19 party warnings 

 

Q: Are you guys ready for Halloween?  

A: Yes. The past few years actually haven’t been too bad. Regardless, impact will be out all weekend.  

 

Liz: I have received requests from multiple residents for impact to check on the Panther Bar on Semple. 
On weekends, they leave the windows and doors open and it’s extremely loud.  

A: Our guys made a stop over there and talked to people about noise. We are aware. Impact constantly 
checks up on that bar.  

 

Emily Embrey (Nighttime Economy): If you have a liquor license, you cannot have excessive noise that 
extends past your property. Please 311. You can also call the city police or file a complaint directly with 
the liquor control board.  

 

Leah Friedman | Mayor’s Office 

Check out the city’s Snow Angels program, which matches volunteers with seniors/individuals with 
disabilities to shovel snow. In the past, there have not been enough volunteers to meet the number of 
residents asking for service. This year, the city is doing a competition with community groups. If you are 

http://pittsburghpa.gov/snowangels/index.html


part of a community group, keep track of the volunteers you recruit for the program and receive 
rewards through Parks and Recreation (i.e. summer pool passes).  

 

Bob Charland | Council President Bruce Kraus’s Office, District 3 

Councilman Kraus has been investigating treasury sales for the blighted Bates Street properties. Anyone 
who might be the prior land owner or the owner’s next of kin will need to pay back taxes. If they fail to 
do so, the city can assume ownership and post for sale. There is a good chance the owners will not make 
plans to pay the taxes and the city will gain ownership.  

 

Q: What is Councilman Kraus doing about getting a bus and grocery store?  

A: We don’t have jurisdiction to bring in a grocery store. He knows it’s an issue.  

 

Blithe: Is there a way to petition? Take it to people doing developments.  

A: Since a grocery store if private business, we would need them to want to bring their business to 
Oakland.   

 

Mark: Everyone wants a grocery store, but not in their backyard. It’s also not always financially or 
physically feasible.  

Liz: Rent in the business district is expensive. You can’t make businesses want to be there.  

 

Q: Is there a plan to repave Semple Street between Bates Street and Ward Street?  

A: I don’t have pavement list in front of me, but I can find out if it’s on there.   

 

Nicole Cochran | Councilperson Erika Strassburger | District 8 

The request to fix paint and pothole on Centre Avenue has been taken care of. The North Dithridge 
safety sweep was rescheduled. Please sign up for District 8’s monthly newsletter. Contact Nicole to be 
added to the email list: nicole.cochran@pittsburghpa.gov.  

 

Cassandra Williams | Councilman Daniel Lavelle | District 6 

No major announcements. Councilman Lavelle will be the features speaker at the next Oakwatch 
meeting.  
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Q: Are there any updates on 162 Robinson Street?  

A: No new updates. We can board it up to minimize rodent and human entrance. There is new material 
used for boarding, which does not look that bad.  

Liz: Can we just board the sides and the back? Boarding up a house is not great for the community.   

A: I will talk to Lavelle about that. We can board just the sides and back for now and see how that works. 
Our office is working on getting it as a priority for demolition.  

 

Emily Embrey | Nighttime Economy 

Emily distributed information sheets noting when you should call 311 versus 911. Please note that 
reporting graffiti should be considered a 911 not 311 call. 

Department intern has been working on creating a resource listing 100 things to do in Pittsburgh before 
you graduate. The resource is geared towards students and will be transformed into an Instagram 
account. However, anyone can benefit from this information. The resource is still in draft form and has 
not been posted yet.  

 

Q: What’s happening with Chiefs on Craig Street?  

A: I don’t know about that business in particular. When a bar starts to receive complains the bar task 
force will do an inspection and talk with the owners; sometimes they will conduct sting operations. The 
owner will either need to comply with bar task force or they will pay a fine.  

 

Lizabeth Gray | Updates from Parking Authority  

Parking report:  

Daytime Enforcement 

Area B D E M FF TOTAL 
Plates 1804 12640 2198 2967 751 20360 
Tickets 121 559 84 126 65 955 
ROIP 6.71% 4.42% 3.82% 4.25% 8.66% 4.69% 

 

Nighttime Enforcement 

Area E: Plates (56), Tickets (3), ROIP (5.36%) 

 

Total Enforcement 

Plates (20,416), Tickets (958), ROIP (4.69%) 



 

 

Lizabeth Gray | Property Progress Report 

See property progress report here.  

 

John Wilds, Assistant Vice Chancellor for Community Relations | University of Pittsburgh 

Pitt recently hosted a public meeting regarding the University’s Comprehensive Master Plan. Many of 
the improvements will be made to existing building; there is not too much construction/expansion in the 
current plans.  

Volunteer days: Pitt’s Day of Caring occurred on October 19 and Pitt Make a Difference Day occurred on 
October 20.  

 

Liz: Thanks to Council President Kraus’s office, OPDC will be planning bulbs with students during 
PMADD.  

 

Keith Paylo, Dean of Students | Point Park University 

The old playhouse is currently for sale; no updates on that. The new playhouse has officially opened 
downtown and it is spectacular.  

The University is conducting a transit study this year to determine what should happen with the shuttle 
that runs between Downtown and Oakland. The University has committed to providing this shuttle for 
at least one more year.  

Our patrols will be increased around Ophelia Street and Lawn Street where many Point Park student 
lives during Halloween weekend.  

With the opening of the new playhouse and new student housing downtown, we saw many students 
move out of Oakland.  

 

Lucas Bezerra | South Oakland Resident  

Lucas is the campaign manager of the Our Kids campaign. Please vote yes for the Allegheny County 
Children’s funds on Election Day.  

 

 

 



Adjournment   

Chairperson referred attendees to community announcements listed on the agenda and the meeting 
was adjourned. Next meeting on Wednesday, November 21st at 6:00 PM at the Oakland Career Center 
(294 Semple Street).  
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