
South Oakland Community Meeting – Lead Contamination 
 
January 9, 2018 at 6:30pm at St. Regis Parish Hall 
 
PRESENT 
OPDC: Andrea Boykowycz, Liz Gray, Cheryl Irwin 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority (PWSA): Bob Weinmer, Will Pickering, Rachel Rampa 
Women for a Healthy Environment (WHE): Michelle Naccarati-Chapkis 
Oakland neighbors: Annette Galluze, Darlene Gandy, Robert Harper, Lynda Holley, Edward Pace, Jason 
and Catherine Adams, Peggy Sedlack, Beatrice Charles, Henry Cianciosi, Janice Markowitz, Michael 
Medwed, Claudia Kirkpatrick, Elena Zaitsoff, Camille Burgess 
 
Bob Weinmer from the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority (PWSA) introduced himself and his team: 
Mr. Weinmer is the Interim Executive Director of PWSA and Will Pickering is PWSA's Director of 
Communications. PWSA has undergone many changes over the past 6-7 years, and they are entering a 
phase of renewal. They are here to answer residents' questions. 
 
Will Pickering began his presentation. PWSA serves 71,000 homes in Pittsburgh and Millvale. Their #1 
priority is water quality. Their commitment is personal – 260 PWSA employees are city residents and 
customers of PWSA.  
 
PWSA draws its water from the Allegheny River, which is a top-rated water source in Pennsylvania. 
When water is drawn from the river, it contains no lead. Lead enters the system as it is leached from 
service lines (not mains) and residential plumbing connections (fixtures, solder, pipes, the customer-
owned portion of the service line). 
 
25-30% of the homes in Pittsburgh have a lead service line, but PWSA does not know exactly where they 
are all located. Records are old and have only recently been fully digitized; the data is unreliable. Lead 
service lines are house-specific; neighbor's house might have a lead service line but yours does not.  
 
Not sure if your line is lead? Scratch the pipe coming into your meter with a screwdriver. If the pipe 
scratches a dull gray and does not attract a magnet, it is likely a lead line. 
 
Service lines consist of two parts: one part runs from your house to the curb, and the other from the 
curb to the main in the street. PWSA owns the part that connects to the main; you own the part that 
connects to your house. It is possible for part of the service line to be lead and the other not.  
 
PWSA is committed to replacing all lead service lines (as of February 2016 they no longer repair lead 
lines; they only replace lines). They also have a mandate to complete 736 replacements by June 2018 
and an additional 1,341 by December 2018. PWSA no longer does partial replacements (as of June 
2017). If PWSA excavates its half of the service line and finds that it is lead, PWSA will replace the 
entirety of the line from the main to the house connection at their own expense. PWSA inspects service 
lines by inserting a camera into the curb box (the pipe in the sidewalk) and visually assessing the line. 
 
What about rental properties? Tenants CAN request lead test kits. It is the building owner's 
responsibility to interface with PWSA regarding any necessary remediation (like replacing lead service 
lines and fixtures). 
 



The thing to do is to: (1) have your water tested, by requesting a lead test from PWSA and sending it in; 
(2) request PWSA to inspect your curb box if you receive results that are actionable; (3) identify any lead 
fixtures in your home and arrange to have them replaced. PWSA will replace lead service lines ASAP. 
 
Michelle Naccarati-Chapkis of Women for a Healthy Environment (WHE) spoke next. They are 
collaborating with organizations in Pittsburgh and Millvale to educate communities about the health 
impacts of lead and to provide solutions. Michelle brought water filter pitchers with her this evening and 
instructed everyone on how to use them. It is important to note: (1) not all water filters filter out lead. 
Brita filters, for example, do not. Filters will clearly state if they are NSF certified to filter lead. (2) Boiling 
water does not remove lead – in fact, it concentrates it. Incidental contact, such as you might have in 
the shower, or brushing your teeth, or washing your dishes or your clothes, has NOT been shown to 
pose any increased risk or hazard. The real problem is ingestion – whether through the water we drink 
and cook with, lead paint and dust, lead contamination in soil (especially garden soil), and consumer 
products that contain lead. 
 
WHE is meeting with a team of students at the University of Pittsburgh this week to develop a plan to do 
outreach in South Oakland to student renters. 
 
The meeting wrapped up at 8:00 p.m., and attendees brought water filter pitchers home with them. 
OPDC has a few extras, and anyone interested in a water pitcher should contact OPDC at (412)-621-
7863. 
 
OPDC will be collecting names and addresses of anyone interested in having their water tested. We will 
organize the request to PWSA, and follow through to make sure residents receive their tests and that 
the completed tests are sent back to PWSA for processing. 
 


