
Oakwatch: The Oakland Code Enforcement Project 

Minutes 

October 18, 2017 

PRESENT: 

Lizabeth Gray, Elena Zaitsoff, Commander Daniel Herrmann, Sgt. Ron Griffin, Officer David Shifren, 
Officer Guy Johnson, Ernest Rajakone, John Wilds, Michael Medwed, Blythe Runsdorf, Mark Oleniacz, 
Wanda Wilson, John Fournier, Julianne Reiland, Gabe Khoury, Caroline Bourque, Robert Opferman, Joe 
Meyers, Joseph John, Jerry Seifert, Lynela Moore, David Manthei, Joan Dickerson, Teri Fazio, Cassandra 
Williams, Robert Harper 

INTRODUCTIONS 

EZaitsoff read the mission statement and reviewed the ground rules for the meeting. She asked to 
continue the introductions around the room.  

Bureau of Environmental Services, City of Pittsburgh, Jerry Seifert, Refuse Collection Supervisor.  

Mr. Seifert presented an overview of the sweep held in Central Oakland on Saturday, Oct. 7th.  
Environmental Services plans on another come the spring or next fall. 119 warning letters were sent to 
residents including tenants and landlords. They also spoke directly with residents.   

Q: What is the follow up to the letters?   
A: The area has one supervisor and there were 68 addresses for the letters.  Red [local supervisor] Some 
to owners to follow up.  Warning letters are the first step, no resolution, then sent to housing court.   

Q: Owners must provide containers?   
A: Yes, containers with tight-fitting lids.  Will include this at the landlord tenant workshop.  If written 
into the lease, owners can put the responsibility to the tenants.  Very hard to do the follow up but 
warning letters are sent. 

Community members thanked Environmental Services for the good services they provide.  

Q: Will city provide recycling containers?   
A: There is a pilot program on North Side.  Not sure if it will be able to be extended.  Alcoa sponsored it 
on the North Side.  Also doing away with giving them to the multi-unit buildings.  It is property owner’s 
responsibility to procure the containers.  

Q: How to indicate recycling?   
A: Any bin marked as such will be accepted as long as the crew can tell.   

Q: Size limit?   
A: 35 gallons.   

Q: Does the recycling program take electronics?   
A: No. There is a state mandate for electronic recycling but no support.  The last resort for the city is to 
remove it.  City can write citations to the property owner where it is found.   



 

COMMANDER HERRMANN AND OFFICER DAVID SHIFREN, ZONE 4 POLICE REPORT 

A handout distributed on drug buy back.  

9 non-traffic citations.  9 non-traffic citations in August.  Tend to be higher when school is in session.   

Officer David Shifren gave crime report:  
9 Non traffic citations:  
3 disorderly conduct, 2 public intoxication, 1 open containers, 3 underage drinking  

Weekly snapshot – crimes statistics by neighborhood and crime prevention tips.  Sign up by providing 
your email address.   

Q: Drug take-back locations? 
A: There are some at Pitt as well.  School of Pharmacy is on October 26.   

Q: Zone 4’s plan for Halloween?  
A: Extra overtime coverage.   

Q:  Is it best to call 911 for noise?   
A: Yes.  Will attempt to have 911 handout updated to include noise.  Also wouldn’t hurt to put it through 
with 311 as well.  They are printed out each day and assigned to an officer.   

Q: 3205 Kennett Square incident? 
A: Not aware; please forward information.    

Commander Herrmann gave an update on the Cable Place homicide.  This was a domestic violence 
situation.  Victim reported initial break-in in September and a warrant for criminal trespass was issued; 
signed the next day.  Accused was arrested five days later then released on bond.  On the night of the 
incident it is believed the perpetrator entered through the basement.   
 
A disconnect between Indiana County and Allegheny County on pending charges allowed for the 
accused to obtain bail and release. University of Pittsburgh worked well with Zone 4.  DA Zapalla 
proposed state legislation to close loophole.    

OFFICER GUY JOHNSON, PITT POLICE UPDATES 

 163 reportable incidents; 93 affiliated and 70 non-affiliated including: 17 arrests, 47 citations [ 97 off 
campus, 56 on campus] 

1 aggravated assault, 5 defiant trespass, 4 marijuana, 3 DUI, 3 open containers, 8 panhandling including 
7 citations, 11 public drunkenness, 1 public urination, 1 simple assault,  3 underage drinking including 3 
arrests; 1 arrest on weapon charges; 1 scattering rubbish; 2 terroristic threats, 1 criminal contempt; 13 
marijuana 



32 conduct referrals 

38 resident including 21 party warnings and 17 party shutdowns 

13 knock and talks 

Q: Extra staff for Halloween weekend?   
A: Extra impact detail.  It is also family weekend.   

Carnegie Mellon University, Lt. Joseph Meyers, Commander, Operational Services Division 

Two major areas of concern are Beeler and Wilkins.  Work with community groups and Zone 4.  There is 
dedicated patrols for high-impact weekends including Halloween; extra officers at those times.  CMU 
also does knock and talks with student life staff; two-prong approach.  They will go as a team to discuss 
respect for neighbors.  Able to concentrate – it is a smaller area.  Bringing other areas of the university.   
 
There were problems with the Beeler St. football players until they reached out to their coach. He 
suspended players for the first game; that got their attention.  Unlike the University of Pittsburgh’s 
police force, Carnegie Mellon is a private force.  There is an effort to change this categorization.  Pitt has 
broader jurisdiction.   

Q: Do report for the community?   
A:  They do not publish them on a monthly basis.  Statistics are available, but they don’t publish them.  
Zone 4 writes the citation as Carnegie Mellon police do not have that authority.  Students are referred to 
student life.  Students worried about the university judicial process more than the police.  

Office of Sen. Jay Costa’s office, Teri Cataldo-Fazio 
 
Senator’s office here to assist.  Please call the office, suggest legislation.   
 
Q: Cmdr Hermann interested in legislation around laser speed control.  He will send information to the 
senator’s office.   

Q: What is going on with the state budget?   
A: Still working to pass a budget.   

Mayor’s Office, Community Affairs Liaison, Ernest Rajakone 

Citywide safety meeting is tonight and the theme is emergency preparation in Pittsburgh.   

Office of Councilman Dan Gilman | District 6, Hersch Merenstein  

There will be milling on Neville Street between Fifth and Centre.  City will restore street.  

Q: Rental registration status?   
A: Will get an update from law department and work to identify a way to put pressure to move it.   



Office of Councilman Daniel Lavelle | District 8, Cassandra Williams 
 
There was a safety sweep on Joe Hammer Square in response to a request from Oakwatch.  Joseph 
Williams and representatives from the fire department, Zone 5 police, DPW and PLI gathered on 
Monday.  Zone 4 spoke to the residents at 3217 Joe Hammer about loud parties; issued verbal warning.  

Permits, Licensing & Inspections | Oakland Property Progress Report, Julie Reiland  

2600 Fifth Ave. - Illegal lot; Nov 30th court date.  Still no permits applied for.  Will watch.  

306 Ophelia St. - New 311 number.  She will send to Liz.   

3204 Niagara St - Inspected yesterday; 11/6/17 re-inspection scheduled.   

Q:  333 Atwood?  Still at a standstill.  
A: They are in compliance with permits and taxes, it is just sitting there.  

Q: 3101 Niagara St. - Bricks are moving.   
A: back in court.   

Q: Joe Hammer sweep.   
A: PLI supervisors attended.  Julie will send addresses of citations.  Will also check for proper occupancy 
permits for illegal conversions.   

Pittsburgh Parking Authority | Monthly Report, John Fournier  

New online system is pulling more data. License plate recognition system. 
For September 
Area B: 4962 plates read; 275 RPP tickets issued. 
Metric of x per thousand:  55.42 per 1,000 reads. Slightly under 95% of cars parked are legally parked; 
includes permit holders or within grace period.   
Area D:  7719 plate reads; 495 RPP tickets issued.  64.13 per 1,000 
Metric of x per thousand:  64.13 per 1,000 reads. 
Area E: 5711 reads.  126 RPP tickets issued.  
Metric of x per thousand:  22.06 per 1,000 reads. 
Area M: 7087 reads.  220 RPP tickets issued. 
Metric of x per thousand: 31.04 per 1000 
Area FF: Not good data in area FF.  90 RPP tickets issued.   

The goal is to keep tickets per 1000 plate reads below 25 so there is more work to do in Oakland.  The 
new system is allowing us to see where rate of illegal parking and efficient deploying of resources.  

Heat map of where illegal parking shows it is worse in the city.  Oakland needs a lot of enforcement 
resources.  But we see how they compare against each other.  More data we get, the more it will mean.  
Next month would like to see those metrics at 50+, would like to see the rate go down.  If down, we’ll 



know we’re doing something right.  Will see trade offs of electronic system paying off for the 
community.   

Q: How does route work for the elimination period?   
A: They drive the route at normal speed. At end of grace period, they re-run the exact same route.  If 
plate is there both times, system will check the permit system.  If not permit or visitor pass, screen will 
blink read, ticket will begin printing, staff will check info and issue ticket.   

Q: What if cars parked bumper to bumper?   
A: Pictures are captured.  Pittsburgh has most advanced system in the country.  

Q: What about cars parked wrong way?   
A: Officer will get out and run that manually.  Doesn’t slow down process.  

Q: Can parking officers write tickets for parking wrong way?  A: Will check to see if officers have that 
authority. 

Q: Can community go on a ride along?   
A: Yes, happy to have us there and go out in a car  

Q: What about evening enforcement?   
A: Only area in Oakland till midnight is Area E. At this time, will not put two people on evening 
enforcement for only one area in Oakland.  Take the issue to city hall.   

Q: Covering over plates for LPR not pick it up.  This is issue for speeding ticket cameras.   
A: Parking authority does not have the issue.  We may end up seeing people actually covering the plate 
and at that time, parking authority will reach out to police to ticket those.   

Community thanked Mr. Fournier for this detailed report.  

Disruptive Property | Statistics & Oakland submission breakdown, Maria Bethel 

Maria Bethel not in attendance due to city-wide meeting; Liz Gray presented report. 

Department is in the process of compiling reports for 2017 citywide. Number of notices generated by 
month are as follows:  Jan-11; Feb-15; March 22; April 25; May 21; June 29; July 36; Aug 33; Sep 20; 
Oct 8. 
 
Department is still receiving data from the police departments and animal control for September and 
October; in total five properties were declared disruptive. 
 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Community Relations, University of Pittsburgh, John Wilds 

Six block parties were completed.  Mr. Wilds thanked the city police and university police for 
participating.  
 
Campus master plan process is under way.  It is a holistic look including facilities, enrollment, housing, 



parking, etc.  Also very focused on state budget issue. http://fm.pitt.edu/master-plan-2018 for master 
plan information.  Goal is to complete by summer 2018.   

Barb Ruprecht, Student Conduct Officer, attends to hear issues.  She handed out flyers about 
Halloween weekend/family weekend.  Stressed the importance of getting the word out about conduct 
expectations from the university and the community. 

Town hall update 

Wanda Wilson updated the group about the OPDC Town Hall Meeting, Thursday November 2, 7 p.m. at 
the Oakland Career Center, 294 Semple Street. The meeting will include a presentation by Oakland 
Gateway Ventures. 
 
Meeting adjourned 

EZaitsoff announced next meeting is at, 6 pm, November 15, 294 Semple Street. Meeting was 
adjourned.  

 

 

http://fm.pitt.edu/master-plan-2018

