
Oakwatch: The Oakland Code Enforcement Project 
Minutes 
February 21, 2018 
 

Meeting Attendees 

Present: Lizabeth Gray [OPDC], Elena Zaitsoff [Oakwatch Res.], Michael Medwed [Res.], Officer David 
Shifren [PP], Sgt Ron Griffin [PP], David Manthei, Jamie Ducar [Pitt], Caroline Mitchell [Res.], Officer Guy 
Johnson [Pitt], Officer Heather Camp [Pitt], Sgt Mark Villasenor [Pitt], John Wilds [Pitt], Ken Eckenrode 
[Landlord], Mark Oleniacz [Res.], Wanda Wilson [OPDC], Leah Durand [Carnegie Library] 

Regrets: Jeff Besong [Point Park University], Keith Paylo [Point Park University], John Fournier 
[Pittsburgh Parking Authority], Barbara Ruprecht [Pitt], Matt Landy [Pitt], Officer Victoria Butch 
[Pittsburgh Police],  Allison Harden [Pittsburgh Nighttime Economy], Joan Dickerson [Res.] 

Invited/Absent: Julianne Asciolla [PLI], Kirk Holbrook [Wheatley’s Office], Maria Bethel [Disruptive 
Properties], John Chapman [City of Pittsburgh, Special Events] 

 

Call to Order, Introductions 

EZaitsoff read the mission statement and reviewed the ground rules for the meeting. Introductions 
continued around the room.  She announced that our scheduled speaker, John Chapman from City 
Special Events Office, had a family emergency and cannot attend.  

Hersch Merenstein, City Council District 8 

The city has an interactive tool for residents to provide feedback on the city budget: 
www.pittsburgh.abalancingact.com 

PENNDOT is holding a meeting regarding the Forbes Avenue betterment project – March 1 at 5 pm, at 
Cohen University Center at Carnegie Mellon University. 

Brosha Tkachera, City Council District 3 

While the official comment period for input on rental registration procedures has passed, residents are 
encouraged to send comments to Councilman Kraus’ office.  

Sargent Griffin and Officer Shifren, Pittsburgh Police Zone 4  

Officer Shifren provided information for the time periods December 21 - January 17 and January 18 – 
February 21.   

0 homicide  
1 aggravated assault 
4 robbery; 5 next period 
0 robbery attempt 
6 burglary 

http://www.pittsburgh.abalancingact.com/


0 burglary attempt 
1 rape 
0 sex assault 
0 arson 
2 Stolen vehicles 
12 theft from auto 
7 theft from auto attempt 
3 theft from business 
0 theft form business attempt 
8 theft from person 
1 theft from person attempt 
1 theft by deception 
9 theft 
0 criminal trespass 

Q: Can you provide an update on the investigation of the fraternity member taken to a hospital after 
excessive alcohol consumption at an off-campus location?   
A: Students did right thing to take to hospital. Police do not know where he got the alcohol.  Can’t 
pinpoint actual location of the event.  Student is represented by an attorney.  Student was cited for 
underage drinking.  Other students were not.  Investigation is ongoing.  

Q: Point Park spring break is next week; Pitt is the following week.  Typically, party issues are the 
weekend at the start of the spring break.   
A: Police will make a note of these dates.  Please alert Police of signs of parties such as keg delivery by 
calling the zone.   

Officer Guy Johnson, University Of Pittsburgh Police 

75 incidents, 6 arrests, 23 citations, 53 on campus and 13 off campus criminal mischief; arrest criminal 
trespassing 
 
3 Criminal Mischief - No Arrests 
3 defiant trespass - Citations 
1 disorderly conducts - No Arrests 
2 DUI - Arrests 
2 harassment - No Arrests 
1 open container - VCO citation 
2 public drunkenness - Citations 
1 public urination - Citation 
1 simple assault - No Arrests 
13 marijuana - Conduct Referrals 
16 underage drinking - Citations 
3 underage drinking - Conduct Referrals 
1 noise control - Conduct referral 
3 warrant arrests  
9 Parties - Shut Down/Warnings 
 



16 conduct referrals (13 marijuana, 3 underage)  
Impact: 3 shut down; 5 party warnings 
 
Impact will be vigilant with the weekends surrounding spring break. 

Q: Can you share addresses of party break ups?   
A: We will look into whether they can share this.  Not a lot of repeat addresses.   
 
Sgt Mark Villasenor described expansion of community relations and neighborhood resource officers.  
They will be deployed at community engagement centers (those are not in the Oakland neighborhood). 
They plan to place cameras in Central Oakland in conjunction with Pitt and DA’s office.  They are looking 
for businesses who would be willing to place cameras.  Cameras at Forbes and Bigelow; Fifth and 
Bigelow will have license plate readers.  Sgt Villasenor mentioned a crime watch initiative.   
 
Teri Cataldo-Fazio, Senator Costa Office  

Please feel free to call the office if there are concerns.  No news from the legislative office at this time.   

EZaitsoff read updates from Mayor’s Office: There is a community meeting for the city steps plan on 
Wednesday, 2/28, at 6 pm at South Side Market House.  Residents can still apply for Civic Leadership 
Academy. 

Cassandra Williams, City Council District 6.   

Putting together District 6 street paving list.  Please call the office with streets to suggest.  The list will be 
complete in 30 – 45 days.  Housing Opportunity Fund – working with the administration and URA on 
details of bond issue.  Funds would be used for affordable housing.  Advisory committee being formed 
now.  

Councilman Lavelle is introducing legislation in partnership with PLI for new protocols for boarding of 
properties.  Suggestion is to use clear polycarbonate rather than plywood because it is durable and more 
aesthetically pleasing.  A cost analysis is underway to determine how many can be boarded with this 
material and that will be put into the budget.   

Councilman Lavelle will be doing a podcast.  Send comments and questions to the office and he will use 
that information in the podcast.  Q: suggestion to address unresponsiveness of PWSA.  Another 
suggestion that Lawn Street is dangerous – a sink hole.  Urgent issue.   

Property Progress Report 

LGray reviewed the report.   

OGV Bates Street properties going to housing court tomorrow. 

3101 Niagara. Working on the property.  

3421 Parkview.  Hearing was moved from one judge to another.  

3202 Niagara.  Waiting on court decision.  

386 Lawn St. Dangerous house.  May or may not be demolished by May.  



3221 Kennett.  Housing court tomorrow.  

3319 Niagara.  Connected the owner to the inspector.   

Oakland Portal illegal parking lots on Fifth Avenue.  Found guilty and fined. 

308 Ophelia.  Litter issue in front yard. Debris on porch.  

3204 Niagara Square.  Working to get in touch with the owner.  Raccoon infestation.   

LGray encourages residents to attend housing court.  Magistrate office will be moving to a second floor 
location near 20th and E. Carson.  For this week, location is the same as it has been.  

Lawrence Robinson, Allegheny County Health Department.   

The department is implementing a new lead testing program to identify sources of lead.  There is a new 
law to test children prior to three years of age.  Lawrence will be moved up to that program and a new 
officer will be assigned to other neighborhood concerns.  Exterior paint chips do not leach into water.  It 
can be addressed by covering with top soil or bark/mulch.  There is a grant for lead mitigation.   

The Forbes Avenue clinic is now closed.  It is reopen now in the Hill District.   

Pool regulations are being revised.  They will take effect this summer.  Regulate life guard requirements.  
Private pools will not be required to have life guards. County Council will vote in early March.  

Housing code will be revised by the end of the year.  There will be a comment period.   

John Wilds, University of Pittsburgh  

Update on fraternity issue alcohol consumption incident.  JWilds read a letter to students from Dean of 
Students Bonner.  Pitt Police will not press criminal charges.  University will address fraternity conduct 
violations.  Modified interim probation in place.   

Q: conduct referrals from the January 19 incident?  

 A: don’t have the information at hand; will get the information to you.   

University campus master plan is continuing along with planning for an innovation district in the 
Fifth/Forbes corridor and other nearby areas.  Former Ford Motor Company building will be 
redeveloped for immunization cancer research center.  Housing component of the master plan will likely 
be in May.   

March 24 is Be a Good Neighbor Day.   

Bigelow Boulevard reconfiguration proposal.  Funding issues.  So it is pushed back to next year.  This will 
allow for more community input.   

Working with student government board to create videos about tenant rights information.  This will be 
an alternative to the in-person workshops.  They will include information about the three-unrelated 
rule. 

 



Q: can you also do messages regarding student responsibility to shovel snow?   

A: yes, we will work with you on that.   

Oakland for All worked with PLI to encourage business owners to focus ADA changes on external barrier 
to entry.  Focus on changes at state and local level to prioritize funds on external barrier to entry.   

Community Questions 

Q: Mon-Oakland connector project?  A:  meeting last night.  Alignments have been determined for the 
various modes through Junction Hollow. 

Adjournment 

EZaitsoff announced next meeting is Wednesday, March 21 at 6 pm, at 294 Semple Street. Meeting was 
adjourned.  

 


