
Oakwatch: The Oakland Code Enforcement Project 

Minutes 

July 19, 2017 

PRESENT: 

Lizabeth Gray, Officer David Shifren, Commander Daniel Herrmann, Michael Medwed, David Manthei, 
Rebekkah Ranallo, Alicia Carberry, Ernest Rajakone, Sophia Koss, Julianne Reiland, Marjory Lake, Maggie 
Martin, Officer Guy Johnson, John Wilds, Cassandra Williams, Elena Zaitsoff, Joann Cohen, Steve Cetra, 
Maria Bethel  

INTRODUCTIONS 

EZaitsoff read the mission statement and reviewed the ground rules for the meeting. Announced 
JFournier had to cancel due to illness but promised to attend August meeting to do his presentation on 
paperless permit parking system updates. 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION ABOUT STUDENTS RETURNING TO OAKLAND 

JWilds announced the Oakcliffe block party would be Sept 14 and Oakland Square on Sept 7. Said email 
memo would go around to community with rest of dates, times and locations. Asked for resident 
attendance at parties. This year 4,100 incoming freshmen. Orientation started in June. Expectations 
being communicated to students and their parents.  

Q: How are block parties being promoted? JWilds: We send a mailer out to students living off campus. 
Q: Can Pitt expand that mailing to include all addresses in 15213 so residents are also widely informed of 
parties? JWilds: Will look into it. LGray: This would go a long way to show residents Pitt is trying. 
EZaitsoff: Let’s all be sure we’re talking up the parties at our neighborhood meetings. 

Suggestion to talk to groups like Humane Society about having therapy pets at block parties as an 
activity for attendees. Also CPR/First Aid training. 

Q: Can parents be alerted anytime their children have a run-in with police? A: Sometimes if parents are 
co-signers on lease they receive notice from landlord. 

COMMANDER HERRMANN AND OFFICER DAVID SHIFREN, ZONE 4 POLICE REPORT 

June citations: 12 non-traffic including 5 disorderly conduct, 4 public drunkenness, 2 underage drinking, 
1 public urination. 

Numbers are slightly up from May but still generally slow right now. At a Kennett Square party, the 
leaseholder was not located for citation but someone else who claimed responsibility for hosting was 
cited. Another party on lower Bates Street broken up before it got out of hand. Fight between two males 
outside of the Rite Aid on Forbes Ave.; both actors were drunk; arrested. 

OFFICER GUY JOHNSON, PITT POLICE UPDATES 

June: 16 arrests, 32 citations issued. 



1 Scattered rubbish, 1 marijuana possession, 2 disorderly conduct, 2 DUI arrests, 6 open containers, 14 
panhandling, 6 public drunkenness, 1 resisting arrest, 4 simple assault, 3 underage drinking, 4 warrant 
arrests, 1 no proper equipment on vehicle and I DUI. 

Rash of bike thefts. We are planning a National Night Out party on Aug 1. The City server handling NNO 
crashed, data lost. Please resend your community’s party info if you have one to publicize so city can 
work to restore all data.   
 

OFFICER LEFF, POINT PARK UNIVERSITY 

Bernie Merrick, Point Park’s Director of Safety & Security, had a meeting with the shuttle drivers on how 
to handle drunk passengers. Dorms open Aug 29. Still no word on the Playhouse’s future. 

MARIA BETHEL, DISRUPTIVE PROPERTIES UPDATE 

As a follow up to Zone 4’s update about the party on Kennett Square, confirming that incident was also 
submitted under the Disruptive Properties ordinance. This is the first warning at that address. Reminded 
group that ordinance works mostly as preventative measure—no punitive action against landlord until 
three incidents within six months. Most landlords abate issues before getting to that point. Many 
parents and property owners call very apologetically. Notices go out per incident—cannot submit 
multiple notices for one night even if multiple people cited. Trying to get a full five-person board 
appointed. Board just went through ethics training. Mayor is doing ethics trainings with many boards 
and commissions right now. Reminder that disruptive property meetings are public. Meetings are 
second Wednesday of month. Please come testify when Oakland cases are scheduled. Schedule posted 
online at http://pittsburghpa.gov/publicsafety/disruptiveproperties/appeals-board  

JULIE REILAND, DEPT OF PERMITS, LICENSES AND INSPECTIONS 

Lots of Oakland properties in housing court tomorrow. Always available to answer questions about 
anything in court. There is no application for a building permit on file for 3514 Frazier, though ZBA did 
approve it. Announced city will accept credit card payment for building permits now.  The Oakwatch 
property report shows 3421 Parkview Avenue as “Inspections are required to verify work or 
abandonment of permit.” The term “abandonment” is incorrect. LGray: Got info directly from 
BuildingEye.  Allegheny County Health Department no longer duplicating services that PLI provides—
they will no longer send out notices about weeds/debris since that is PLI jurisdiction. You can request 
occupancy permits online now, go here for more information on process 
http://pittsburghpa.gov/pli/permits/residential/occupancy. They would like to start digitizing these 
permits as they are pulled. Julie has been saving them on her own computer and is waiting for capacity 
available to begin organizing them all. Announcement that precedent case that will determine judge’s 
decision on Pgh’s Rental Registry was heard in our favor. Optimistic that this means that Pgh can begin 
implementing our Rental Registry soon. Will announce Judge’s decision when we learn of it. 

ERNEST RAJAKONE, COMMUNITY AFFAIRS LIAISON, OFFICE OF MAYOR PEDUTO 

Applications for Civic Leadership Academy due Aug 4. Application online at 
http://pittsburghpa.gov/servepgh/cla/application Almost all sessions hosted at City County building with 
just a few exceptions. 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. is time for all sessions.  

http://pittsburghpa.gov/publicsafety/disruptiveproperties/appeals-board
http://pittsburghpa.gov/pli/permits/residential/occupancy
http://pittsburghpa.gov/servepgh/cla/application


ALICIA CARBERRY - DISTRICT 8 

Asked to bring updates from District 3 office. Councilman Kraus soon introducing legislation about 
rooftop partying in response to recent fatalities in his district. Councilman Gilman introduced legislation 
updating the noise ordinance. Construction noise can’t start before 7 a.m. on weekends now. Used to be 
6 a.m. Slight modifications made to legislation that governs sidewalk cafes. Sidewalk cafes of four seats 
or fewer no longer require barrier or architectural drawings. Forbes Avenue Betterment Project 
community meeting updates: bike lanes to be added to Forbes between Margaret Morrison and Bigelow 
this year. Rest of project to be implemented in 2018. OTMA still accepting comments online at 
http://pedestrianstudy.otmapgh.org/about/public-meeting.asp  

City properties for sale are now listed online at https://public-
pgh.epropertyplus.com/landmgmtpub/app/base/landing  

Q: When will bike lanes be reinstated at Schenley Plaza? A: Alicia will investigate. 

CASSANDRA WILLIAMS, DISTRICT 6 

Update on Affordable Housing fund. Councilman Lavelle trying to secure $100 million bond and then 
repay it through 1% real estate tax transfer increase. More updates coming in September. 

OPDC ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We will run dumpster program again during student move-in. Expanding program this year at request of 
landlords. Dumpsters out from July 29-Aug 14. Location changes this year include an additional 
dumpster in South Oakland on Ward Street, and no longer doing one on North Dithridge—wasn’t 
necessary last year.  
 
Discussion ensued about ongoing challenge of how to recycle TVs. A Carberry: City is working on a 
comprehensive solution to this very big issue, can’t get into details yet. OPDC reports landlords are also 
interested in helping address this issue.  
 
Q: What to do about TVs that are placed in privately managed dumpsters. One Waste Management 
employee told a community member he was instructed to remove the TVs and leave them on the side of 
the dumpster for property owners to deal with.  
 
MEETING ADJOURNED 

EZ announced next meeting on Wednesday, August 16th, 12pm, location TBA. Meeting was adjourned. 

http://pedestrianstudy.otmapgh.org/about/public-meeting.asp
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