
Oakwatch: The Oakland Code Enforcement Project 

Minutes 

August 16, 2017 

PRESENT: 

Lizabeth Gray, Rebekkah Ranallo, John Fournier, Daniel Herrmann, Sgt. Ron Griffen, Officer Shannon 
Leshen, Officer Victoria Butch, John Tokarski, Officer Guy Johnson, Julianne Reiland, Brosha Tkacheva, 
Alicia Carberry, John Wilds, Matt Landy, Sophie Koss, Ernest Rajakone, Michael Medwed, David Manthei, 
Camille Burgess, Ken Eckenrode, Mark Oleniacz, Robert Harper, Geof Becker, Ethel DeIuliis, Reiko 
Becker, Nickolas Becker, Joann Cohen, Lynn Portnoff, Adam Butkus, Heather Camp, Joan Dickerson, 
Marjory Lake, Maria Bethel, Wanda Wilson, Robert Harper 

INTRODUCTIONS 

GBecker stepping in to guest-chair meeting. Read the mission statement and reviewed the ground rules 
for the meeting. Introduced guest speaker John Fournier. 

JOHN FOURNIER, PITTSBURGH PARKING AUTHORITY 

Here to review all the changes happening moving to newly paperless Residential Permit Parking Program 
(RPPP) as well as go over some Oakland specific reports/data at Oakwatch request.  

Paper stickers and visitor passes no longer being issued as each area renews. Mostly positive feedback 
so far though some bugs being worked out in software system. Online visitor system in particular had 
some issues—they are releasing an update to the software soon that should fix all those issues. 

Request was for reports to be given the way they’re done at Southwatch meetings in South Side. Those 
reports include RPPP tickets and non-RPPP tickets plus number of plates scanned. Unfortunately, not 
possible since Oakland enforcement is a combination of License Plate Reading (LPR) vehicles and officers 
physically walking streets. In South Side it’s all LPR enforcement so better data available. There are only 
three LPR vehicles available for whole city, but four more are in the shop now being prepared which will 
increase efficiency of enforcement and data reporting. 

The data he has available to share today is as follows: 

RPPP Tickets by quarter 

Jan – Mar 2O17 
Area B 236 
Area D 373 
Area E 151 
Area FF 185 
Area M 195 
Area Q 13O 

 



April – June 2O17 
B 1O6 
C 217 
D 123 
E 78 
FF 53 
M 124 
Q 1O1 

>> 2687 street cleaning tickets for 2nd quarter [no street cleaning in first quarter] 

Permits issued by Area as of 8/16/17 
B 98 renewal period right now, number will rise 
C 181 
D 467 renewal period right now, number will rise 
E 237 
FF 88 
M 412 
Q 48 

Can’t give us a specific number of how many officers work Oakland each day because enforcement staff 
cycles in and out of different city neighborhoods each day. Oakland does receive four days of 
enforcement per week though. This is one of the highest in the city. All the neighborhoods with 
hospitals receive priority for enforcement.  

20% of applicants for a RPPP permit in Oakland are rejected. Often because college students don’t 
understand rules/eligibility criteria/limit per household, etc. Rule is three permits issued per household. 
One visitor pass per household. None of this changing in new paperless system.  

Visitor pass rules are the same. It’s just a digital system for registering visitors now. Either go online 
when you are expecting a visitor or call them in to 412.560.2501. This is a voicemail system, no one will 
answer ever. Just leave message with your name, address and the license plate number of your visitor 
and how long they will be parked there on voicemail. Visitor can stay up to three consecutive days. If 
someone else tries to call and register another visitor to the same address during this time system will 
automatically reject it. Only one visitor per HOUSEHOLD not per PERMIT. 

Several questions/comments by community members about concern that residents can no longer 
monitor/enforce this at all. No way to tell who’s parking legally or illegally in their neighborhoods. John 
says he is happy to provide quarterly enforcement reports to Oakwatch for sake of transparency to 
show how much more efficient this new system is. He believes this will actually help reduce violations in 
neighborhoods.  

Q: What if we see people on Craigslist selling permits? JFournier: Please send me these ads. We take 
these violations very seriously. One person on staff in particular loves setting up “stings” to bust these 
people. They are penalized by never being able to get a permit through the RPPP system again. 

COMMANDER HERRMANN AND OFFICER VICTORIA BUTCH, ZONE 4 POLICE REPORT 



Officer Victoria Butch gave crime report: 

6 non traffic  citations 
7/19  Disorderly conduct. Dog left in car; police couldn’t locate owner, broke into car, rescue dog. 
Owner returned; became irate and confronted officers. 
7/2O  Disorderly conduct. Niagara at Craft. 
7/27 Strong arm robbery. Ophelia at Lawn by the playground. Four actors in car stop victim, threaten 
with gun [said to be in car].  
7/3O Aggravated assault.  44OO block of Forbes Ave. Man threw hot soup at victim claimed victim 
owed him money. Victim suffered 2nd degree burns. 
7/15 Armed robbery. Forbes at Meyran. Victim robbed by three actors; one with gun. The three 
actors returned to scene as victim was reporting to police. Victim pointed actors out to police; actors 
chased and arrested.  
7/26 Public intoxication. 33OO block of 5th Ave. Actor cited; transported to hospital. 
7/17 Two disorderly conduct. Wakefield Ave. 
7/19 Armed robbery. Craig Street.  

Officer Shannon Leshen reported activity at Bates Street Hard Core Gym, underground music venue. 
3135 Bates street property owned by John Kelly. Going under the name, “Ba Sing Se,” the venue posted 
a concert. Officers went to house; residents said they had no idea what the officer was talking about. 
Minutes later, notice posted on Facebook saying concert was moved to another location. Landlord 
contacted and he immediately contacted residents.  

New music venue on Facebook called Café Verona. 

Officer Leshen’s final meeting with us. Officer Butch officially taking over roles/responsibilities. 
Announcement about Sept 3 family-friendly picnic at Schenley Park Ice Rink. Lots of fun activities for 
whole family. Free.  

Commander Herrmann announced 5th/Robinson remains a priority location for enforcement of people 
illegally turning from Robinson onto Parkway. Says many people pulled over claim they’re from out of 
town and their GPS directed them to go that way. 

Q: What about making the intersection safer for pedestrians to cross? Right now most drivers totally 
ignore the existing signage making it very dangerous. Need a blinking “watch for pedestrians” sign. 
ACarberry says to 311 this and then follow up on request with city council. 

OFFICER GUY JOHNSON, PITT POLICE UPDATES 

62 incidents including 15 arrests and 30 citations issued 
 
1 aggravated assault arrest 
1 disorderly conduct citation 
3 disorderly conduct marijuana citations 
7 drug offenses arrests 
2 False IDs arrests 



1 DUI arrest 
5 harassment; 2 citations 
1 marijuana vco; 1 citation 
7 open containers vco; 6 citations 
1 recklessly endangering another person arrest 
7 panhandling vco; 4 citations and 3 warnings 
2 public urination vco citations 
1 resisting arrest 
1 indecent exposure arrest 
1 warrant arrest 
2 underage drinking; citations 
2 judicial board charges 

*vco –  violation city ordinance 

Pitt impact detail starts up again next week with move-in starting on the 19th and 20th. There will be 
closed street throughout the Oakland area.  

MARIA BETHEL, DISRUPTIVE PROPERTIES UPDATE 

Happy to announce she finally has a full board of five people in place. Reminder that disruptive property 
meetings are public. Meetings are second Wednesday of month. Please come testify when Oakland 
cases are scheduled. Schedule posted online at http://pittsburghpa.gov/publicsafety/disruptive-
properties.html  

JULIE REILAND, DEPT OF PERMITS, LICENSES AND INSPECTIONS 

Requested details on the new properties added to this month’s report: 3319 Niagara in South Oakland 
and the St. James Way alley in Central Oakland. Liz clarified—3319 Niagara is so overgrown that 
neighbors had to cut the bushes so that pedestrians could pass on the sidewalk. Looks abandoned, 
porch falling in. St. James Way has lots of issues—constant backup of rainwater and debris. Becoming a 
safety hazard. 

Discussion on recent activity in housing court regarding 3216, 2600, 3206, 3202 Fifth Ave also knows as 
the West Oakland Portal Project. Owner of apartments across the street has been allowing people to 
park in the lot on the south side of Fifth Ave. This is illegal—no permits to use this land as a lot. Property 
owner told Judge he lets his tenants park there but the commuters parking there are doing so without 
his permission. Judge gave him 120 days to “put a plan in place” where only tenants are parking there. 
Community feels this was an erroneous ruling, that whole case should have been referred to Zoning 
Board of Adjustment since property owner has never gone through zoning approval process to use the 
lot for tenants. City should also care about lost revenue that would be generated by taxes on profits at 
the lot. Cars parking there are observed to have some sort of permit in window, indicating they are 
paying property owner to park there. Also sets a dangerous precedent for how other developers can 
capitalize on vacant land without going through necessary approvals process. JReiland says she will 
speak with inspector about this before next hearing, but warned community that their hands are often 
tied once a judge has already issued a continuance.  

http://pittsburghpa.gov/publicsafety/disruptive-properties.html
http://pittsburghpa.gov/publicsafety/disruptive-properties.html


Q: What’s happening with 162 Robinson? Needs to be demolished. Submitted years ago, haven’t heard 
update. OPDC will investigate. 

ALICIA CARBERRY, CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 8 

MyBurgh app will hopefully be adding street sweeper reminders soon.  

City has a new website. Please let 311 know of any bugs or broken links. 

No update on rental registry. 

Discussion with community members about street cleaning. Alicia confirmed that enforcement should 
only happen once per block per day. Cars are not to return to same block to ticket again. Oakcliffe 
community member observed this happening though. Should report. 

BROSHA TKACHEVA, CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 3 

New rooftop legislation will hopefully be passed in September.  

JOHN WILDS, UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH COMMUNITY AND GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

Students return on August 21. Block parties scheduled throughout residential neighborhoods for 
students and long term residents to meet. Sept 7 Oakland Square. Sept 12 North Oakland. Sept 14 
Oakcliffe. Sept 26 Central Oakland-Semple/Meyran/McKee. Sept 28 South Oakland. Confirmed postcard 
announcing these will be sent to all 15213, not just students.  
 
Question from West Oakland community member about why they were excluded from block parties. 
Increase of student issues in West Oakland now, could use this. John stated it was never identified as a 
priority area in past but he’s happy to work with them to schedule one. Maybe could make one happen 
this year, but if not definitely one next year.  
 
Announced Campus Master Planning process has begun. Kick off meeting happened in early August. 
Another one on Sept 27 for those who were on vacation. 6pm at University Club. All welcome, please 
engage.  
 
MEETING ADJOURNED 

GBecker announced next meeting is at 6pm, September 20th, Oakland Career Center, 294 Semple Street. 
Meeting was adjourned. 


