
Oakland Gateway Ventures project meeting 
5.2.17 at 6 p.m. 
 
Attending: Theresa VanArsdale, Elena Zaitsoff, Michael Medwed, Jennie Baney, Gloria Sciulli, Illa 
Boggs, Pat Verdi, Tamika Doss, Susan Tymoczko, Vinh Ly, Sandy Phillips, Dan Sharek, Ernest 
Rajakone, Bill Lafferty, Paul Wieckowski, Mavis Rainey, Cheryl Moon-Sirianni, Justin Miller,  
Andrea Boykowycz, Marjory Lake, Sr. Patricia Mahoney, Sophie Koss, Peg Sedlak, Andy Sedlak, 
Marjory Lake, Anthony Tedesco, Millie Sass, Leo Pasquarelli, Kim Sciulli, Meghan Pasquarelli, 
Mark Oleniacz, Nick Lardas, Zoe Lardas, Ryan Morden, Michael Sobkowiak, Bruce Kraus, State 
Rep. Jake Wheatley, Wanda Wilson, Lizabeth Gray, State Senator Jay Costa, Kirk Holbrook, 
Robert Burns 
 
 
Wanda Wilson introduced State Rep. Wheatley. Gave brief background on what we know about 
Oakland Gateway Ventures proposal. 
 
State Rep. Jake Wheatley – thanked everyone for attending and looking forward to their input. 
 
Kirk [Wheatley ‘s office] – Here are plans showing latest revisions to OGV’s proposal including 
revised connectivity to the ALMONO project. Plans show parking garage now slated for 3,000 
spaces. 
 
JAKE WHEATLEY– The slides just made available are not necessarily any kind of reality.  It is 
helpful to have a conversation with community and elected officials.   
 
RESIDENT  – who is they … their? 
 
JAKE WHEATLEY– Clarified to all that name of developer is Oakland Gateway Venture [referred 
to as OGV in future] 
 
KIRK – Bill Kane is one guy 
 
WANDA WILSON – Front man, broker for developer team. 
 
JAKE WHEATLEY– Best we have this conversation before we bring them here 
 
RESIDENT - Why isn’t OGV here?  
 
RESIDENT - So public can have their say. 
 
WANDA WILSON – Important to hear from community; to have conversation with public 
officials. 
 
RESIDENT - Can someone say what’s different now? 
 
WANDA WILSON – Not that different from previous project. This group has no development 
experience.  The proposals they made for the top of Bates, just made assumptions that they 
could do it. 2 ½ years ago there was a meeting held here at the center where the group 



presented their proposal.  At the time the community was very clear that something of that 
scale, being on city park land and rearranging streets – that they needed to go back and comply 
with zoning rules as they stand. They refused to do that.  9-12 months ago we started hearing 
they were buying property on the lower end of Bates. Plans to build a 18OO-space parking 
garage, now hearing it’s 3,000 spaces. It is important to note that this part of Bates is zoned 
hillside, and is landslide prone and is zoned as single-family residential. Sensitive because of the 
environmental conditions.  What they want to do is counter to that. We need to give our public 
officials feedback. Separate out these commercial proposals with no basis in reality. We want to 
make it clear that it’s an environmental issue that the area isn’t suitable for this kind of building. 
 
Cheryl Moon-Sirianni,  PennDOT– This is the most recent design that OGV gave us [she holds up 
plan showing large red rectangle on the right side of Bates headed to 2nd Ave.]. This plan shifts 
Bates, widens and adds more exits off Parkway East. Background info: $5 million government 
investment in infrastructure in first phase of Almono project. PennDOT proposal to 
Southwestern PA Commission (SPC) for Transportation Improvement Project (TIP) money two 
years ago not funded. Needed for 2nd phase of the ALMONO project, mostly towards 2nd Ave. 
OGV submitted a proposal to CMAQ funding to widen Bates, add a bike lane. Didn’t meet 
criteria. PennDOT was approached by OGV but unaware of community’s viewpoint. OGV wanted 
to move forward with a public/private partnership (P3). We thought widening Bates was a good 
idea. Long story short, this morphed into OGV’s idea to add a parking garage.  A development of 
this magnitude would take years. There are many issues with many stakeholders. OGV 
investigated, had studies done then two months ago came back to PennDOT with a 
public/private partnership proposal. After review, PennDOT sent them off with a list of things 
they would need to do.  OGV said they had some buy-in from Representative Shuster, possibly 
federal support of $50 million.  
 
WANDA WILSON – It would be helpful to hear from city planning. Justin, can you speak to how 
the City, PennDOT became involved. 
 
JUSTIN MILLER – We’ve talked about a couple of things so far, including development and 
transportation. Nothing is approved at this time. Development review process is pretty slow. 
Step one is city planning.  First a pre-application meeting where we’re asked “do you think this is 
a go” and we tell them what we need them to do to move forward. Their project is larger than 
what zoning allows so they would need to ask for height variances or seek rezoning. Neither of 
these things would be granted quickly or easily. If they want the park land at Bates/Zulema – not 
easy, high bar to do that. They want to use city right of way – that would need to go to city 
council. They would also need a major district traffic study.  This involves major right of way. 
 
WANDA WILSON – What is the likelihood, in your experience, that this project would be 
approved? 
 
JUSTIN MILLER – Don’t want to speculate but based on current status we would likely advise 
against it.  They would have to prove some kind of hardship to get the variances and it can’t be 
one you created yourself. Environmental issues are very significant. For garage, beyond 
significant. There is the use, and the transportation impact. 3,OOO spaces would make it the 
second largest garage in the state. Guessing community would be against that.  
 
Cheryl Moon-Sirianni – PennDOT would have different ways to look at it. 



 
JUSTIN MILLER – A garage like this may encourage more people to bring cars into the 
neighborhood which is contrary to our focus on BRT – this project would shift it more in favor of 
vehicles. 1O-2O years down the road would this be viable?  
 
Cheryl Moon-Sirianni PENNDOT – It does fix some issues, an improvement on their first 
proposal. 
 
JAKE WHEATLEY– If community wants no part of this, easy for me, it’s a no. But if there are 
viable parts to the project, components you think could work, let’s explore more.  
 
Resident – That’s what they were told three years ago.  
 
BRUCE KRAUS – I think everyone would agree that there is a need for improvement but not to 
this magnitude. The project has become unrealistic in scale. Now drawings show proposal to 
extend Halket Street over the hillside down to the highway. Not realistic. 
 
Cheryl Moon-Sirianni PENNDOT – OGV would have to make improvements at their cost.  
 
RESIDENT -  You see it as a positive? They want to close down our street, Coltart. 
 
Cheryl Moon-Sirianni PENNDOT – For PennDOT to contribute to such a project they would need 
a lot of things to go into that kind of improvement. 
 
JUSTIN MILLER – Changing Halket in this way would require a massive amount of earth moving. 
 
RESIDENT - None of these plans take into consideration the people who walk. The spaghetti 
junction is going to be looney tunes. 
 
JUSTIN MILLER – City has an open streets policy that the development would need to comply 
with. 
 
RESIDENT - If these people care so much about Oakland, they should tear the row of houses 
down on Bates. Looks terrible. 
 
RESIDENT - I walk that way to work everyday. Structure falling down. I told Bruce, 311 and 
OPDC. Nothing happened.  
 
RESIDENT - Idea of fixing Bates Street seems to be the carrot with these guys. Street needs to be 
fixed no matter what. They say they’ll fix it but their project will make it a bigger mess. 
 
PROPERTY OWNER - I’m for it, in the minority. I get notices from the Turnpike Commission 
threatening eminent domain. Want it over. Always being threatened, they might take my 
property on Hodge Street. Oakland has a problem with parking, congestion. Public, private – big 
bureaucratic mess. This one is a little more forthcoming. Better than other developers. I’m for it 
– they need to do something. 
 



RESIDENT - What kind of assumptions were these developers making? Where did they get the 
idea that this project was actually going to happen? 
 
JAKE WHEATLEY– Can’t speak to past history. Now, we want to see community partnership. 
From my perspective, we try to find ways, when we have private partners, we look at it. 
Meetings like this are productive. If I hear from you I can tell them what the community is 
looking for.  
 
RESIDENT - Who does the traffic study? How long? 
 
Cheryl Moon-Sirianni, PennDOT – Developer pays, has to be approved by the city, Federal 
Highway Administration, PennDOT. There would be a ton of back and forth. Community is not 
involved in the traffic study. Becomes public information once PennDOT is happy with it. 
 
JUSTIN MILLER – Traffic study is part of the overall process. Prior to decision, all public process. 
 
BRUCE KRAUS – OGV has been around the council offices; have been disingenuous. Project 
keeps growing. Bates properties have been abandoned, I’ve received lots of calls about this. 
There hasn’t been proper maintenance. Doesn’t bode well for the future. Shows lack of concern 
for community. 
 
SANDY PHILLIPS - Bates Street needs to be improved but we’re not talking about 22-story hotels 
with a lot of traffic. Circulation issues. No one wants that. We have major buildings up on Forbes 
where they belong. We still haven’t even discussed their proposal for a hotel on Bates. 
 
WANDA WILSON – They’re so insidious – talking like locals can’t perceive what a huge impact 
the project would have. Speculative investors knew what the zoning was when they bought it.  
 
BRUCE KRAUS – OGV now talking about another project next to proposed hotel like a Walmart 
Light. 
 
State Senator Jay Costa – When OGV came to me nine, ten months ago they said there was no 
public money involved. Now you’re saying there is? 
 
Cheryl Moon-Sirianni, PennDOT – That’s what they told me.  
 
COSTA -  I can tell you, whatever project there is, there is a lot of participation. Came to me via 
Mike Dawida. At the time I kind of dismissed it as a pipe dream. Do you know if they applied for 
P3 money? 
 
Cheryl Moon-Sirianni, PennDOT – Yes, they presented to P3 board and with PennDOT. Not 
moving forward till more information given. There was an application but our questions were 
unanswered. Financial breakdown was the issue. 
 
WANDA WILSON – Where is the community process in these P3 applications? 
 
JAY COSTA -  Wheatley and I sit on committee. Process goes through us as electeds. Will let my 
people know there is community opposition. Will loop in Congressman Doyle.  



 
Mavis Rainey, PennDOT – I am a commissioner for the Southwestern PA Commission, who 
manages TIP money, federal and state funding for ten counties. SPC needs to be at the table for 
these conversations. OGV wanted info on how funding was obtained. They emphasized traffic 
impact, conversation with city. Federal highway, government -- this is not a project that will 
advance until you go through these steps. They are misleading a lot of officials with regards to 
support they have already --- all these names and logos on the presentation boards you’re 
showing us, all of our logos are on it. It’s deliberately misleading. Important to communicate to 
SPC via Mayor and County Executive. 
 
JAY COSTA -  Community needs to communicate their position to SPC.  
 
WANDA WILSON – We have communicated with the mayor, county. 
 
JAY COSTA -  Improvements will happen regardless of this project. Will make my thoughts 
known that there has been some misleading information.  
 
WANDA WILSON – It is concerning that a group of investors could get so much movement. 
 
JAY COSTA -  My view, they acquired properties, making plans, no guarantee. 
 
RESIDENT - When OGV does storm water study can public get copy? 
 
JUSTIN MILLER – All developers required to do storm water studies for big proposals like this. If 
they end up before the Planning Commission or Zoning Board, the studies they do become 
public as part of that process. OPDC can help share information.  
 
JUSTIN MILLER - Most likely you would know if/when project goes before zoning board.  You 
would get notification of hearing. Would concentrate on development side of project. 
 
JAKE WHEATLEY– Sure we can work out with Bruce a way of notifying residents as anything 
related to this project progresses. 
 
RESIDENT - When this first started it was going to be housing – now it’s a hotel? Heard 
occupancy rates in Pittsburgh hotels are down. Why do it? They must have something in mind.  
 
RESIDENT -Doing this here is creating a burden on everyone. They’re passing off that they have 
approval. Feel better now that I know elected officials didn’t know whole story, that there is a 
process they have to follow. Oakland is second largest employment area, biggest portal. Let’s do 
something but do it right. They went out and bought all this property – don’t know if it was 
during the past mayoral administration. Think we should applaud the elected officials who are 
here today listening to us.  
 
RESIDENT - Question of integrity. Doubt a single person knows who these folks are, I’d want to 
know who they are as a public official. I suggest we have a chart of who’s who. 
 
JAY COSTA - Not one of us are dealing with them, we are not participating. Just met with them 
as a courtesy. Not familiar with this group or their background, just a courtesy meeting. 



 
PROPERTY OWNER- You park Downtown and you pay $13 a day. 18OO – 3OOO people parking a 
day and that’s thousands of dollars a day.  If you’re looking at opening up Halket – you’d have to 
grade that area. Did they do some kind of marketing survey? They have that kind of money. 
 
JAKE WHEATLEY– I want to encourage us to do something. This is not something that has been 
given a green light but we can’t control what they say. The process is working – we hear about 
this project and we want to hear from you. Thank you for letting us know what you want. We 
will hear from the experts – they can’t go past our board level if they haven’t addressed 
community concerns. You’re in the frame, they can’t get past the city. Want to encourage all to 
believe NOT all you hear. As long as we move in that vane, fine and dandy. These people aren’t 
controlling this process. 
 
RESIDENT -  They need to come down to reality. 
 
JAY COSTA -  I think we should drag developer in here. Want to see what they say I said. Happy 
to facilitate that conversation.  
 
WANDA WILSON – Not an imminent project, now we’re on same page with actual reality. That 
would be useful. 
 
JAY COSTA - Hearing and seeing. Kraus, Doyle.  They told PennDOT that Schuster was going to 
get them $5O million. 
 
JUSTIN MILLER – City planning and zoning – if anyone from OGV speaks with you – ask them 
when they met with the city. If they say they have they’re lying.  
 
RESIDENT - They said this project is going to happen with or without community benefits. 
 
 
 


